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careers for thousands of our region’s citizens. I am reminded of this each time I
speak with a current student or alumnus who tells me about the positive experience and
benefits of attending MECC. As the college’s seventh president, I am proud of the strong
programming and student supports in place at MECC.

Inside this annual report, you'll read about amazing MECC students who have overcome
formidable barriers in order to attain their educational goals; supporters who provided
opportunities that benefit hundreds of students; communities engaged in crowdfunding
to raise money for scholarships and student emergencies; an alumna who paved the way
for the next generation of MECC students; and corporate and private partners who helped
strengthen the area’s workforce. You'll read about the transformational changes underway
at MECC to encourage and increase workforce readiness and participation in our region;
and you'll read about the transformative changes underway at MECC enacted to ensure
more students who come through our doors receive the degree or credential they seek.

Our college, our students, our communities, and our culture are strengthened through
the contributions that you have made to the MECC Foundation. We know that an
investment in MECC is an investment in our students, our workforce, and the economic
vitality of our community. As a supporter, you understand this too, and we are thankful
you are part of the amazing MECC legacy. Thank you for providing opportunities to make

a positive, long-term impact in the lives of our students and in our communities through

USti—

Dr. Kristen Westover
President, Mountain Empire Community College

your continued support.
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Amy Greear was
appointed as Vice President for
Institutional Advancement and
Executive Director of the Mountain
Empire Community College
Foundation in August 2018.

Ms. Greear had previously
served as MECC's Coordinator of
Community Relations and as the
college’s Interim Director of the
Foundation. Ms. Greear holds a
bachelor’s degree in English and
Communications from Clinch
Valley College, a Master's degree
in Educational Communications
and Technology from East
Tennessee State University,
and is a doctoral candidate in
the Leadership and Learning
program at the University of
Tennessee- Chattanooga.

“We are excited to be working
with Amy in her new role.” said
MECC President Kristen Westover.

Inauguration of Seventh President

Dr. Kristen Westover was inaugurated as the seventh
president of Mountain Empire Community College on
Friday, October 19.

The inauguration event was held in coordination
with the college’s annual Home Craft Days Festival.

Dr. Kristen Westover first gained a love and
appreciation for the community college mission
through her own life-changing experience at Colby
Community College in Colby, Kansas.

In her first year at MECC, Dr. Westover has led
the development of a new mission statement and
strategic plan for the college, preparation for
accreditation review, established a new recognition
for outstanding college employees, and has assisted
with the implementation of a centralized advising
process for students.

Additionally, she created the MECC President’s
Institute, a fifteen-week professional leadership
development series for current MECC employees

interested in strengthening their knowledge of

MECC and Virginia Community College System
governance and programming. She co-chaired the
taskforce that successfully created new general
education outcome expectations for the Virginia
Community College System, and is currently
co-chairing a committee leading the way in
redesigning how colleges work with students who
come to the college with gaps in their learning.

Dr. Westover holds an A.S. from Colby
Community College, a B.S. in mathematics, a M.S.
in instructional technology from Fort Hays State
University, and an Ed.D. in organizational leadership
from Nova Southeastern University.



Special Events Raise Scholarship Funds
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Larry Sparks Entertains
Dickenson County
A full house came out to support the

Dickenson County Endowed Scholarship in
November when the MECC Foundation hosted
Larry Sparks and the Lonesome Ramblers at
Clintwood's Jettie Baker Center.

More than $5,000 in proceeds for the
scholarship was raised at the event. Special
thanks to Platinum Sponsors Columbus Phipps
Foundation, Dickenson County Board of

Supervisors, and the Rife Family; Gold Sponsors

BB&T, Splashdam Freewill Baptist Church, and
Thompson & Litton; Silver Sponsors Farmers &
Miners Bank, First Community Bank, Kiwanis

of Clintwood, Johnson Chevrolet, Lions Club of

Clintwood and the Town of Clintwood.

Lee County Scholarship

Hits the High Notes

MECC held its first ever concert fundraiser
benefitting the Lee County Endowed
Scholarship in September 2018, raising more
than $10,000 at the event.

The event, coupled with funds raised
at the Cedar Hill Golf Tournament, helped the
Lee County Endowed Scholarship Committee
meet a match pledge of $30,000 by the
Slemp Foundation and establish a fully
endowed scholarship for Lee County students
attending MECC.

Special thanks to Gold Sponsors Edward
Jones—Jason Sturgill, Elk Knob, Farmers &
Miners Bank, Lee Bank & Trust, Powell Valley
National Bank, and Pro-Art; Silver Sponsors
Americore Health and Town of Jonesville; and

Bronze Sponsors C.M. Callahan Law Office, Kinser

Law, PLC., Ronnie & Sandy Montgomery, Lee
County Democratic Party, and the Republican
Party of Lee County.

Dancing in Diamonds and Denim
The Mountain Empire Community College
Foundation raised more than $50,000 at
“Diamonds and Denim,” a sell-out

event benefitting the Scott County
Endowed Scholarship.

Special thanks to Plantinum Sponsors
Dr. David and Annette Templeton and Courtesy
Chevrolet; Gold Sponsors Mark & Judy Musick;
Humphreys Enterprises, and Campus Drive-In;
Silver Sponsors Jack & Martha Rhoton, New
Peoples Bank, R-Mac Realty, Eastman Credit
Union, Powell Valley National Bank, and Komatsu;
and Bronze Sponsors Scott County Telephone
Cooperative, Town of Nickelsville, Town of Gate
City, Thermocopy, Otis Rhoton, and Food City.

A matching donation of $25,000 was provided
by the late Joyce Tallman of Atlanta. Ms. Tallman
named the MECC Foundation as a recipient of the
gift as part of the Joyce Cutshaw Tallman Trust.
Ms. Tallman was a long-time friend and coworker
of Foundation Board member Mark Musick.

The August 25 event doubled the amount held
in the Scott County Endowed Scholarship Fund.
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% INVESTING IN STUDENTS

Coaching Toward a Brighter Future

The MECC Foundation supports career coaches, Navigators, in area high
schools as part of the Virginia Community College System’s Rural Virginia
Horseshoe Initiative (RVHI). In 2018, the program was reenergized with
support from a RVHI grant to better meet the needs of students in our region.

Through the expansion, MECC added five part-time Navigators and one
full-time Lead Navigator. “This change allows each Navigator to focus on two
area high schools and ensures they spend less time on the road and more time
in each school,” says Dual Enrollment Coordinator Melissa McKinney. The Lead
Navigator visits all ten high schools on a monthly basis to meet with school
administrators, teachers, and students. This ensures quality advising and
forges deeper connections with high school
students and personnel.

The restructure places a heavy emphasis
on dual enrollment and admission for post-
secondary education at MECC. As part of
their core responsibilities, Navigators assist
area high school students with career and

educational planning, while also preparing

My career coach helped me them to succeed in their post-secondary

discover my career interests, . ..
education and training.

research job availability and

demand, and determine

what skills and educational

4

requirements were necessary.

—Ethan Hounshell
Thomas Walker High School
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Leading Through Action

Christian Hale has adopted a philosophy on
leadership that he practices daily as a student
at Mountain Empire Community College.

“Leadership is about making others better as
a result of your presence and making sure that
impact lasts in your absence,” he said, quoting
Cheryl Sandberg.

For three years, Hale has been donating goods to stock MECC's
Food Pantry. Developed by Student Services in coordination with the
MECC Foundation Emergency Assistance Program, the pantry offers
free food and hygiene items to students in need. Hale purchases
items reqularly to stock the pantry.

“Christian is a faithful giver with a servant’s heart and MECC
is very blessed to have him as a student,” said Dean of Students,
Lelia Bradshaw.

Christian would like to encourage other students to get involved
in their school and community. Although he is a full-time student
double majoring in general studies and pre-teacher education, he still
finds time to volunteer at local organizations.

“I hope that one day when I'm a teacher that I can start a food
pantry like this. I know some of our students struggle and I think

about that every time I donate,” Hale said.

To donate to MECC's Emergency Assistance Fund
or the MECC Food Pantry, contact the MECC Foundation
at 276.523.2400 ext. 466.




INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE @

It's Elementary—Investing in Workforce and Innovation

MECC embarked on its first building expansion in more Mountain Empire Community College President,
than a decade, opening the Center for Workforce and Dr. Kristen Westover stated, “Mountain Empire
Innovation of Appalachia in 2018. Community College is honored and excited

The center, located in the former Appalachia about the Center for Workforce and Innovation.
Elementary School building in Appalachia, will house The grant funds awarded to the MECC Foundation
the college’s Power Lineman program, and will provide by various organizations will support the College
additional college coursework in agriculture, culinary in developing entrepreneurial offerings, purchasing
services, unmanned aerial systems (drones), early equipment, and developing coursework,
childhood education, and more. programming and other new and innovative

Power Linemen students are being instructed at

The MECC Foundation received a $420,000 grant from learning opportunities to enhance the workforce their new outdoor classroom at MECC's Center for

the Virginia Tobacco Commission to launch the Center, development offerings for the entire region. Workforce and Innovation of Appalachia
a $50,000 Slemp Foundation grant to establish a media The Foundation plans to apply for additional

and archival resource room, as well as a $300,000 GO grants to establish more academic and student support

Virginia Region One grant to implement Smart Farming resources at the Center with plans to partner P—

coursework that utilizes drone technology with farming. with the United Way of Southwest
Virginia and Frontier Health.

2017-18 Report to the Community 7




INVESTING IN WORKFORCE

Tripling Student Success

Mountain Empire Community College is the first of 23 Virginia
community colleges to achieve the goal of tripling the number of
credentials earned by students, three years ahead of schedule.

The goal is part of the Virginia’s Community College System's six-
year strategic plan to triple the number of credentials earned by VCCS
students by the year 2021. The completion objective involves not
only the number of associate degrees, certificates, and career studies
certificates awarded by its colleges, but also includes the number of
industry credentials earned by students who have completed a VCCS
workforce training program.

To meet this objective, VCCS Colleges measure completion rates
based on the total number of credentials earned by their students. In
2014-15, MECC awarded 636 credentials. In 2017-18, MECC students
earned 2,352 credentials. Credentials include industry certifications
and licensures, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, Certificates, and Career
Studies Certificates.

According to the VCCS Complete 2021 Strategic Plan, the
opportunities Virginia community colleges provide include some of the

most cutting-edge and highly-demanded training and education available.

But, simply accessing those opportunities is no longer enough. Students
have to earn a credential to make it count toward a career.

Over the next ten years, Virginia will need to fill 1.5 million jobs.
The majority of these jobs will require a postsecondary credential—an
associate’s degree and the certifications and licensures that provide
students with a nationally recognized standard of knowledge. Tripling
the number of credentials that our students earn is the single goal in this
strategic plan.

8 MECC FOUNDATION

Mountain Empire Community College is the
first of 23 Virginia community colleges to
achieve the goal of tripling the number of
credentials earned by students, threeyears
ahead of schedule.



PROGRAM BUDGET
Total 2017-18 Investment $594,378

ENRICHMENT AND COMMUNITY ACCESS

Community Project Endowments ¢ $2,000

Testing Fees Professional Development ¢ $3,600

$16,680 Governor’s School e $50,000

:

Emergency —]
Assistance

$19,250

o Cultural and Humanities ® $14,650

Career
Navigators
and Great
Expectations
$158,931

Scholarships
$291,297

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Academic Support

$37,970
FAST FACTS
319 STUDENTS RAISED MORE THAN
RECEIVED $1.05 MILLION
$338,193 IN 2018

IN SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

Special events raised
almost $118,000

close to tripling the 2017 amount

INVESTING IN FINANCIAL STABILITY

ENDOWMENT GROWTH
Balance as of June 30,2018 $25,603,906

$30,000,000

$25,000,000

$20,000,000

$15,000,000 -

$10,000,000 -

$5,000,000 |

2013

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Secured more than
$2 MILLION
in grant funds

Invested more than

$70,000

in Community Outreach

Provided more than

$200,000

to support student support initiatives

Endowment grew to
$25 MILLION
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INVESTING IN COMMUNITY

It Takes A Village

Hall of Honor Gala Honors Gilleys
The late Mr. Ken Gilley and Mrs. Thelma
Sorah Gilley were the honorees at the
2018 Hall of Honor Gala hosted by the
MECC Foundation. Proceeds from the
event benefitted the Gilley-Sorah Hall of
Honor Mountain Music School Endowed
Scholarship at MECC. Mountain Music
School draws many local and out-of-state

The late Mr. Ken Gilley and Mrs. Thelma
Sorah Gilley

students to the one-week summer program.

The Gilleys were recognized for their support of Mountain Empire
Community College and their service to the region. They have been strong
proponents of higher education in Southwest Virginia. The Gilleys have
created two scholarships, the William Kenneth Gilley Memorial Scholarship
for Mountain Music School, and the Gilley-Sorah Endowed Scholarship,
which was created along with their son, Michael, and Thelma’s sister,
Shirley Walborn. Additionally, Mrs. Gilley was involved in establishing the
East Stone Gap Tigers Scholarship at MECC.

The Gilleys were active in civic organizations and volunteered in the
community. Mr. Gilley worked for Norfolk Southern Railway for 41 years,
and was a member of the Masonic Lodge and Shriners. Mrs. Gilley retired
from the Department of Labor as supervisor of the Black Lung Office
in Norton and served as a negotiator for the local AFL-CIO. After their
retirement, the Gilleys enjoyed taking classes at MECC and participating in

Mountain Music School.
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Investing in Cultural Heritage and Recognition
Michael Gilley sees the cultivation and preservation of Southwest
Virginia's unique music, craftsmanship, and cultural heritage as one of
the most important missions of Mountain Empire Community College.

As the Director of Library Services at MECC and now the coordinator

of the Home Craft Days Festival, Mountain Music School events, and
the Career Studies Certificate in Old Time Music, Dr. Gilley is able to see
firsthand how donations to cultural programming at MECC are making a
significant impact in the community.

e More than 200 students participated in MECC's Mountain Music
School, a one-week event that allows students age 10 and up to
learn the basics of old-time music. A large percentage of students
are able to attend the week-long summer music camp through local
scholarships and support from the MECC Foundation.

e Three of the six graduates from the Old Time Music program at MECC
who received Foundation scholarships are now working on degrees in
music-related fields at four-year colleges.

e The Home Craft Days Festival, now in its 47th year, brings thousands
of individuals to MECC's campus each year. More than 100 local
vendors share their crafts as live mountain music plays throughout
the three-day event.

e The MECC Foundation’s Cultural and Humanities Committee provides
funding for guest speakers, the John Fox Jr. Festival and the MECC
Veteran's Day programming. The John Fox Jr. Festival welcomed
author Sharyn McCrumb in 2018.

“We have a rich and unique culture that can not only enrich our lives but
the lives of others, well worth preserving and sharing,” said Gilley.




I H A N I( Y“ u The Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following

to our many generous donors

Benefactors Club
($10,000.00 Plus)

C. Bascom Slemp Foundation
Columbus Phipps Foundation

Community Trust & Investment
Company, Pikeville

Estate of Helen Choy
Estate of Joyce C. Tallman
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Fisher
Lambda Alpha Epsilon
Stifel Nicolaus

Dr. David Templeton

Mr. Mike Thomas

Mr. Wiley Turner

Virginia Coalfield Economic
Development Authority

Virginia Foundation for Community
College Education

Loyalty Club
($5,000.00 to $9,999.99)

Courtesy Chevrolet-Cadillac Inc.
Lonesome Pine Hospital Auxiliary

Executive Club
($2,500.00 to $4,999.99)
Auto World of Big Stone Gap

China Garden Restaurant
Crutchfield Corporation

Food City

Mr. Joe Fuller

Mrs. Wilmot C. Jones

Lamar Outdoor Advertising
LENOWISCO Planning District

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Musick

New Peoples Bank

Rotary Club of Scott County

Smith Parkey Investments LLC

Dr. Terrance E. Suarez

Wellmont Health System
Williams-Berry Charitable Foundation

people, organizations, and businesses who contributed
from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.

President’s Club
($1,000.00 to $2,499.99)
Ballad Health

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Carter

Ms. Barbara Caruso

Cavalier Pharmacy Inc.

County of Wise

David J. Clapp—The Art of Photography
Mr. Gary Deel

Dickenson Co. Board of Supervisors
East Stone Gap Alumni Association
Eastman Credit Union

Edward Jones Investments,
Pennington Gap

EIk Knob Inc.

Farmers and Miners Bank

Glass Machinery & Excavation Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. W. Douglas Humphreys
Ms. Jane A. Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua L. Kiser Jr.
Komatsu

Lee Bank and Trust Company
LUMOS Networks Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Rex McCarty

Norton Community Hospital Auxiliary
Pfizer Foundation

Powell Valley National Bank
Pro-Art Association

Quesenberry’s Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Quillen

Mr. & Dr. Donald L. Ratliff

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rhoton
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Roddenberry
Dr. Winfield Rose

Mr. & Mrs. Ben F. Sergent lIl

Shirley Lane Stiles
Memorial Nursing Fund

South-West Insurance Agency
Tempur-Sealy International
Town of Big Stone Gap

Ms. Adriana Trigiani

Ms. Lena Whisenhunt

Mr. & Mrs. F. Winston Witt Jr.
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MECC Foundation Donors (continued)

Founders Club
($500.00 to $999.99)
A & A Enterprises Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Adkins

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dean Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lee Bledsoe
Mr. & Mrs. Gary J. Bumgarner
Mrs. Nancy Chiles
Commonwealth Connections Inc.
Community Motors
Cornerstone Pharmacy LLC

Mr. & Mrs. George F. Cridlin
DBA Vann Hailing PDR Service
Egan Construction LLC

Ms. Lisa Eifert

Estes Bros. Construction Inc.
Frito-Lay

Mr. Terence Michael Gilley

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Groseclose
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hobbs

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hokanson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Isaac Sr.
Kia of Kingsport

Lopez Wealth Management LLC
Ms. Elizabeth Louks

Ms. Dorothy Meade

Mr. & Mrs. H. Ronnie Montgomery
MOSC Enterprises LLC

Norton Lions Club

Mr. & Dr. R. Jackson Rasnic

Mr. & Mrs. Otis Rhoton

Mr. & Mrs. Jody Riggs

Mr. & Mrs. Shuler Ringley
Robinette Steel & Scrap Metal
S & C Rentals
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Scott Co. Telephone Cooperative
Mrs. Donna Shelton

Mr. & Mrs Raymond V. Skorupa
Splashdam Freewill Baptist Church
Mrs. Shirley Stafford

Ms. Heather Stanley

The Honorable J. Robert Stump
Thermocopy

Town of Jonesville

Town of Nickelsville

Tuck Mapping Solutions, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Vicars

Mr. & Mrs. Benny Wampler

Mrs. Judy Waterman

Mrs. Shirley Watson

Dr. Kristen Westover

Wise County Industrial
Development Authority

Mr. & Mrs Joseph E. Wolfe

Sustainers Club
($250.00 to $499.99)
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Arnold

Mr. Timothy Austin

Ms. Della V. Bays

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy B. Blankenbecler
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin M. Bledsoe
Mr. Stanley H. Botts Jr.

Bristol Motor Speedway

Bruno Bikes

Mr. C. M. (Rick) Callahan Jr.
Ms. Pam Collie

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Cox

Mrs. Ethel Daniels

Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Daugherty
Mr. Robert England

Stacy and Ginny Ervin

Mr. and Mrs. John Fansler

First Community Bank

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fogg

Mr. William H. Franklin Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Gary

Mr. & Mrs. Garnett Gilliam
Ms.Sarah Jane Gilliam

Mr. Ty Grant

Mrs. Amy Greear

Mr. Michael Greene

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Sage Hardin
Hilton Richmond Downtown
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Horner

Ms. Kathy Jennings

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Jones

Dr. & Mrs. William P. Kanto Jr.
Mr. Adam Kinser

Mr. & The Honorable H. Allen Kinser
Kiwanis Club of Clintwood
Kwik-Kafe of Tri-Cities

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Lee

Lee County Democratic Women
Dr. & Mrs. George Litton
Marcum Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Gary McCann

Mrs. Virginia H. Meador
Mid-Mountain Heating & Cooling
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mullins

New Road Trade Center LLC
Nickelsville Ruritan Club Inc.
Ms.Christine Owen
Performance Engineering LLC
Powell Valley Printing
Republican Party of Lee County
Ms. Malinda Sallee

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Scardo

WCYB Sinclair Broadcast Group Inc.

Thompson and Litton
Town of Clintwood

Town of Gate City

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Trinkle
Dr. Art VanZee

Mrs. Judy Vicars

Mr. Derek Whisman

Mr. Keith Wilson

Friends Club

($0.01 to $249.99)
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D.Abbott
The Academy of Performing Arts
Mrs. Wandaleen Adams

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Addington
Ms. Connie Adkins

Dr. & Mrs. Kurtz E. Alderman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Ben E. Allen
Allen’s Carpet

Appalachian Osteopathy, PC
Applebee’s

Ms. Harriette Arrington

Mr. & Mrs. David Austin

Mr. Robbie Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. David N. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Smitty Baker

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Baker
Mr. & Mrs. James Barker
Barter Theater

Mr. Jason Barton

Ms. Mary Ruth Gilly Baskette
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bates

Belk

Mr. P. Scott Bevins

Ms. Robin Blakemore

Mr. Gary Blankenbecler
The Blossom Box

Bob’s Market

Boone’s LLC

Ms. Patricia Bowden

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Bradburne
Breaks Interstate Park

Mr. Edgar Britt Jr,

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Britt

Mr. Albert Brong

Ms. Mildred Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Don Brooks
Bruner’s Driveway Sealing
Mr. & Mrs. Ted R. Bruton
Ms. Rachel Buckner

Mr. & Mrs. Wendel Burke
Mrs. Linda Burkett
Carousel House Bed & Breakfast
Mr. Caleb Carrico

Carrico for Senate

Carrico Law Office

Charles Carrington

Mr. Jimmie Carroll

Ms. Nancy H. Cassell
Cattails at Meadowview
Cedar Hill Country Club
Century 21

Ms. Susan Chadwell

Ms. Darla J. Chandler

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Christian
Cinema City

City of Norton

Mr. Dusty Clark

Dr. and Mrs. Charles N. and
Jane Cox Clark



MECC Foundation Donors (continued)

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Clements
Clintwood Lions Club

Coal Mining Engineering Services LLC
Mr. James M. Collier

Sandra Garrison Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle S. Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Cornett
Ms. Sabrina Cowden

Cox Tractor Co. Inc.

Mr. H. Fuller Cridlin

Crockett Ridge Golf Course
Ms. Tina Cupp

Data Ensure Inc.

Ms. Dana DeFoor

Dickenson Co. Chamber of Commerce
Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Dingus

Mr. and Mrs. John Dockery
The Dollywood Foundation
Ms. Kimberly D. Dorton

Mr. Coy Dotson

Ms. Brenda Dotson

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dotson
Double D Tire Service

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Duffy
Ms. Belinda Durham

Ms. Shamra Dye

Mr. Phil Edwards

Mr. Ronald Elkins

Mr. & Mrs. O.H. Elliott, Ill

Dr. & Mrs. Doug Elosser
Engineering Services (ESI)
Evans Law Office, PLLC
Family Drug, Inc.

Ms. Sidney Fannon

Mr. John Farmer

Ms. Martha Fearnow

First Bank & Trust Company, Abingdon
Fit-Con Graphics

Fitness Advantage

Mr. Joshua Fleenor

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Fleenor Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Fox
Freedom Chevrolet

Mr. Shannon Fritts

Ms. Maggie Gatley

Geneses Hair Salon

Ms. Doris Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. John Gibson

Mrs. Pam Giles

Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Gilley
Gilley’s Jewelers

Mr. and Mrs. Vance Gilmer
Mrs. Teresa Glassman

Ms. Anne Godwin

Ms. Lena G. Grace

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Gray

Mr. & Mrs. Graham E. Green
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Green
Ms. Susan Greene

Mr. Roger B. Greene

Mr. & Mrs. Earl S. Groseclose
Ms. Sarah Hague

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hale Sr.

Mr. Leslie Hall

J. M. Hall

Mrs. Kristy Hall

Mr. & Mrs. David Hampton
Hancock-Lambert Pharmacy
Mr. & Mrs. W. Patrick Hardy
Mr. Danny Harlow

Wiley A.“Ike” Turner was so inspired by a relative’s personal struggles and

triumphs in obtaining her Registered Nursing degree at Mountain Empire

Community College that he decided to make a difference for future clinical

healthcare students attending MECC.

Turner, of Castlewood, donated $50,000 to establish a scholarship fund
honoring 2018 MECC graduate, Kara Kennedy, and his late wife, Dr. Lorraine

C. Turner, the former Superintendent of the Russell County School System.

The Kara Kennedy/Dr. Lorraine C. Turner Endowed Scholarship will benefit

students enrolled in clinical health science programs at MECC.

Turner said he wanted to do something that would assist students who will

eventually go to work caring for the residents of this
blessed me and I just want to pass it forward.”

region. “The Lord has

Turner’s cousin, Kara Kennedy, was a student in MECC's Registered Nursing

Program, when she was seriously injured in a hiking accident. Although

Kennedy lost her leg, she recuperated and re-enrolled in the nursing program.

Through the support of her family and friends, along
with MECC students and staff, she graduated
with her Registered Nursing degree in May
2018. Kennedy was one of two featured student
speakers at the graduation ceremony.

“We are grateful for Mr. Turner's generosity
and for his extraordinary commitment to
our students and the community. The Kara
Kennedy/Dr. Lorraine C. Turner Endowed
Scholarship will benefit generations to come
who will enter health care careers in Southwest
Virginia, touching thousands of lives with their
skills,” said MECC President Dr. Kristen Westover.

Wiley A. “Ike” Turner with RN Instructor
Deborah Wright (left) and MECC Dean
of Health Sciences Kim Dorton (right).
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MECC Foundation Donors (continued)

Mr. Brad Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Harris

Mr. Bob Hartley

Mrs. Arietta Harvey

Mr. Charles & Dr. Sharon Hatfield
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haught
Haysi-Clinchco Lions Club

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Helton

Mr. Clyde Hill

Ms. Carroll Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hill

Mr. Matthew Hill

Mr. and Mrs. James Hill

Mr. Scott Hillman

Mr. Curtis Holbert

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Holcomb
Holding Funeral Home

Home Hardware & Furniture Co.
John B. and George E. Howard
Mr. Eric Hubbard

Huffman Travel LLC

Hurt and Proffitt Inc.

Interstate Construction Products
Mr. Charles Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Jenkins Jr.
Jessie Lea RV Park & Campground
Ms. Mitzi Jones

Jonesville Drug Company Inc.
Journey Through Light

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Judy

Ms. Patricia Keefe

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kegley

Mr. Brian Keith

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Kelley

Ms. Tennessee Kendrick

Ms. Susan Kennedy

Ms. Lana L.Kennedy
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Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Ketron
Ms. Jessica Ketron

Kevin M. Allred, D.D.S., P.C.
Mr. Jason Kilgore

The Hon. & Mrs. Terry G. Kilgore
Kimbermark LLC

Ms. Allison Kimbler
King-Moore Inc.

Mr. Von Kiser

L&R Rentals

L. J. Horton Florists Inc.
Lakeshore Marina & Resort
Mr. & Mrs. Danny W. Lambert
Ms. Rene Lamey

Mr. Mike Lane

Ms. Ann Lane

Ms. Terri L. Lane

Lane Engineering Inc.

Law Office of Damie F. Carter
Ms. Barbara Lawson

Mr. Stephen Lawson

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Dale Lee Jr.

Legion Memorial United
Methodist Women

Lindsey Wilson College

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Little
Mr. Lyndon B. Livesay CPA
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Locke Jr.
Lone Pine Exterminating Co.
Lonesome Pine Realty
Lowe’s

Mr. Nasser Maksoud

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Marion
Ms. Beula Marshall

Mrs. Marilyn Maxwell

Mrs. Brandi McAfee

Mr. & Mrs. Carl McAfee

Ms. Whitney McConnell

Mr. Ronald D. McQuery

Ms. Melissa Meade

Ms. Jennifer F. Meade

MECC Bookstore

Ms. Sarah Mercado

Ms. Mary Merrill

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Miller
Mr. Shane Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Minahan
Miners Exchange Bank

Ms. Stacey Miniard

Ms. Alberta Mitchell

Modern Hardware & Furniture Co.
Mr. Paul Moore
Morgan-McClure Chevrolet Inc.
Ms. Cynthia Mosier

Mountain Empire Older Citizens Inc.

Mountain View ATV Lodge
Mountainrose Vineyards Inc.
Mr. David Mullins

Mr. Adam Mullins

Mr. Kevin Mullins

Mr. Nick Mullins

Mrs. Tammy Mullins

Ms. Lois Mullins

Mr. Larry Mullins

Ms. Jettie Greer Mullins
Mullins, Harris & Jessee P.C.
Rev. & Mrs. Ronnie Mutter
Myers Lumber & Supply

NCG Cinemas- Fort Henry Mall
Ms. Bonnie Nipper

Dr. Chuks A. Ogbonnaya

0ld Virginia Hand Hewn Log Homes
Oliver Coal Sales

0’Reilly’s Auto Parts

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Oshorne

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Mitzi Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Parks
Ms. Jo Penley

Gary Perdue

Ms. Kathy Phipps

Ms. Kathy E. Pierson

Mr. & Mrs. D. Dane Poe

Mr. Wesley Polly, Il

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Poston
Mr. Vernon Potter

Mr. Donald K. Purdie

Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. Quillin
Mr. Ashvin Raj

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rakes
Mr. Jerry L. Ramey

Rasnic Animal Clinic Inc.

Mr. Alton Rasnick

Mr. Joe D. Rasnick

Ms. Kim Rasnick

Mr. Gene Ray

Ms. Anna Reach

Mr. Harold R. Reasor

The Regional Eye Center, PC
Mrs. Angelia B. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Rhoton
Mr. & Mrs. David Douglas Rife
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Rife

Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Rife
R-MAC Realty LLC

Ms. Karen N. Roberson
Roberts & Jones

Mr. Russell Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Robinson
Mr. Wallace Ross Jr.

Ms. Monica Rowan

Ms. Vicki Rutledge

Mr. & Mrs. Myron R. Salyer
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sampson
Mr. Kyle Scanlan

Mr. & Mrs. Zane Scott

Mr. Duane Scott

Ms. Deborah Scott

Ms. Billie Jean Scott

Ms. Lana Sergent

Shawnee Car Care LLC
Shelton Insurance Agency
Ms. Margaret Shepherd

Mr and Mrs. Ron and Joan Short
Mr. Harold Shupe

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Sjoberg
Mr. Glen A. Skinner

Ms. Wilma Smith

Dr. David Smith

Steven Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Smith
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Snodgrass
Southwest Auto Brokers Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Spradlin

Mr. Mackenzie Sproles

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spurlock Jr.
Stacey’s Auto Advantage
Mr. Johnnie Stanley

Mr. Brad Stanley

Mr. Dennis Stanley

Ms. Brenda R. Stanley

State Farm Insurance

Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart
Ms. Pauline Stidham

Mr. Billy Stiltner

Mr. Jamie Stone

Tracy Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Strouth

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Strouth



MECC Foundation Donors (continued)

Sugar Hill Brewing Company
Mr. Elmer Sutherland

Mr. Fred Sutherland

Mr. and Mrs. Aster Tabler
Mrs. Cheryl C. Tankersley
The Chop House

The Crooked Road

The Inn at Wise

The Meadows Restaurant
Thrower, Blanton & Associates, PC
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Tiller

Mr. Dennis Tipton

Tracy’s Salon on'Main

Ms. Antonia Trigiani

Mr. Kendall Tucker

Mr. Earl Underwood

Ms. Beuna Vanover

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Vicars

Mrs. Judy Vicars

Virginia Sports & Chiropractic
Vulcan Materials

Ms. Shirley A. Walborn

Ms. Renita Wallace

Ms. Rose T. Walleze

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wampler
Mr. & Mrs. C. Christopher Ward
Ms. Conda Weddle

Mr. Tim Wells

Western Front Hotel/
Milton’s Restaurant

Mr. & Mrs. David Wettack
Mrs. Sherry T. Whitaker

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Williams
Ms. Gina Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Williams
Mrs. Philip Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Garry Willis
Ms. Bana Willis

Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Winegar
Shelby Winn

Ms. Lisa K. Woliver

Mr. Grady Woods

Y &Y Services Inc. Ward

The following individuals have notified the MECC Foundation of arrangements to
provide for the MECC Foundation in their estate plans, name the college as

a beneficiary of life insurance, or provide a gift of paid-up life insurance.

Anonymous (7)
Ben and Dotty Allen
Carroll W. Bailey*
Jim Bates

Carol Buchanan*
Helen Shular Choy*

W.H. and Callie Anne
Coughlin Clark

Elizabeth Couch*

Georgia Jo Couch*

Leona Crockett*

Ralph T. and Shirley Fisher
Frank and Mary Fugate

Terence Michael Gilley
Howard and Ruth Gilliam
Jean Hill Grigsby*

Ann Verta Hamilton*

Edna Billette (Perry)
McFadden*

Willie Joe and
Laura Lyon Peters*

Nell Phillips*
Reida Rankin*
Anne |. Riggs*®
Sue Rosenbalm*

Frank and Ginger
Rutherford*

Ben and Nancy Sergent

R.C. “Snook”* and
Marti Shelton*

Dale and Donna Stanley
Helen Jackson Sutherland*
Joyce C. Tallman*

French Taylor*

Beth Wendell*

*deceased

PHILANTHROPY AWARD

Ms. Donna Stanley, former Executive

Director of the Mountain Empire

Community College Foundation,

received the 13th Annual Virginia

Community College System Chancellor’s

Award for Leadership in Philanthropy.
More than two dozen individuals, families, and businesses from
around Virginia have earned the 2018 Chancellor’s Award for
Leadership in Philanthropy. The awards were presented at a
luncheon ceremony in Richmond on April 17, 2018.

Hosted by the Virginia Foundation for Community College
Education (VECCE), the 13th annual event honors leading
philanthropists from each of Virginia’s 23 community colleges
as well as the statewide foundation. This year’s class of
distinguished philanthropy leaders has contributed a combined
total of $6 million dollars to Virginia’s Community Colleges.

“Donna Stanley dedicated nearly 24 years of her life to
Mountain Empire Community College and its students.
Donna successfully led the MECC Foundation to hold the largest
endowment in the Virginia Community College System, despite
serving a region with a relatively low population and limited
resources. She built strong, meaningful relationships with local
businesses and associations, individuals, community leaders
and other foundations to share the needs of the college, its
students, and the community MECC serves. The legacy she
created will support students for generations to come,” said

Kristen Westover, MECC President.
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Mountain Empire
Community College Foundation
3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.7466, Fax 276.523.7485
www.meccfoundation.org

Mountain Empire
Community College

3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.2400, Fax 276.523.8297
www.mecc.edu

Mountain Empire Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges
to award the associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call
404.679.4500 for questions about the accreditation of Mountain Empire Community College. Normal inquiries about the institution,
such as admission requirements, financial aid, educational programs, etc.. should be addressed directly to the institution and not to

the Commission’s office. Degree programs are approved by the State Council of Higher Education for V
for listing in the U.S. Office of Education directories for participation in various federally-sponsored programs of student aid and

ia, and are also approved

#
i

educational assistance. The College is authorized by the Veterans Administration to certify students to receive veterans’ benefits and

is approved by the Department of Health and Human Services for students who receive Social Security and Vocational Rehabilitation
benefits. The Respiratory Therapy program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care. The Nursing program
is approved by the Virginia State Board of Nursing and accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (3343
Peachtree Road NE, Suite 850, Atlanta, GA 30326). The Practical Nursing and Nursing Assistant programs are approved by the Virginia
State Board of Nursing. The Emergency Medical Services Technology program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Programs. The Phlebotomy program is approved by the National Phlebotomy Association. The Computer Aided
Drafting & Design Technology, Technical Studies/Welding, Computer Manufacturing Technology/Electromechanical Technology. and
Computer Manufacturing Technology/Industrial Electronics are accredited by the Association of Technology, Management, and Applied

Engineering (ATMAE)

Mountain Empire Community College (MECC) is an open entry institution. Its mission is to provide quality higher education and
workforce training programs and services that are financially and geographically accessible and meet individual, business, and
community needs. The following pathways exist: Allied Health, Arts & Music, Business, College Transfer, Construction, Education,
Engineering, Environmental, Health Sciences, Manufacturing, Public Safety, and Technology.

MECC is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in employment and education opportunity. No person shall be discriminated against
in the terms and conditions of employment, personnel practices, or access to and participation in, programs, services, and activities
with regard to race, sex, color, creed, religion, age, national origin, disability, marital status, status with regard to public assistance,
sexual orientation, or membership or activity in a local commission as defined by law.

Harassment of an individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, creed, religion, age, national origin, disability, marital status, status
with regard to public assistance, sexual orientation, or membership or activity in a local commission has no place in a leamning or work
environment and is prohibited. Sexual violence has no place in a leamning or work environment. Further, MECC shall work to eliminate
violence in all its forms. Physical contact by designated system, college, and university staff members may be appropriate if necessary to
avoid physical harm to persons or property.

Lack of English skills will not be a barrier to admission or participation. In order to eliminate barriers, we take appropriate measures
to assess each student’s ability to participate and benefit through placement testing and counseling. Based on the assessment and
counseling, students are then provided with campus services or a referral to community services to be hetter prepared for successful
participation

Nondiscrimination Coordinators: Title IX Coordinator — Ron Vicars, Room 136, Godwin Hall, 276.523.7480; Title IX Coordinator
(Students) — Lelia Bradshaw, Room 133, Holton Hall, 276.523.2400 ext. 288; Title IX Coordinator (Employees) — Pam Giles, Room 137
Godwin Hall, 276.523.2400 ext. 212; Disabilities Coordinator — Dale Lee, Room 131, Holton Hall, 276.523.2400 ext. 343.

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities. Consumers with hearing or speech disabilities may
contact us via their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.





