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C O L L E G E  T R A N S F E R 

25%
C A R E E R / T E C H N I C A L 

38%
O T H E R 

36%
WORKFORCE TRAINING

PARTICIPANTS

1,083

528
GRADUATES

Dual Credit Enrollment

983

Headcount Enrollment

3,620

As I talk with community leaders and friends, I am deeply 

  gratifi ed that most experienced a personal connection  

    with Mountain Empire Community College during this 

past year. One out of 20 residents of our service region took credit 

or noncredit courses at MECC in 2014–2015. Many others were 

members of our college family through their involvement as board 

members, program advisors, alumni, volunteers, parents of students, 

frequent users of our facilities, or as past employees. 

Most people know who we serve and why our work is important 

because of the wide reach of MECC in the community. Each year, 

more people who are connected to the college also become fi nancial 

supporters because they understand the limitless potential of 

the college in serving students. They know that MECC’s future is 

increasingly dependent on community investment as state support 

does not keep pace with student needs. 

I am grateful to you, our community friends and donors, for 

making the difference in unlocking the unlimited potential of our 

faculty and students in 2014–2015. Your investments gave us the 

tools to meet new challenges. Your investments opened doors and 

removed barriers. Your investments created new opportunities that 

would not have been possible with only state support.

I know that Mountain Empire Community College has you to 

thank for much of the progress that we have made over this past 

year. I am grateful for your confi dence and for changing the lives 

of our students today and in the future. Because you are making a 

difference in this institution, I can never say thank you enough. 

President’s Message
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Brian Fields eLectromecHanicaL tecHnoLoGY 
Brian Fields, of Norton, is a student in MECC’s Electromechanical Technology program, and 

maintains a 3.921 GPA. He was the 2014–15 recipient of the Patton Wise & Dorothy D. 

Slemp Scholarship, served as a student speaker at the MECC Foundation’s 2015 Scholars 

Recognition Night, and expects to complete his Associate Degree in the summer of 2016. 

Fields hopes to take advantage of internship opportunities offered to many students in 

MECC’s Electromechanical Technology program by Eastman Chemical in Kingsport, which often 

leads to full time employment for program graduates. He credits his success to hard work, 

persistence, and a positive attitude. “To get where we want to be in life, sometimes we have to 

be willing to do the thing that makes us most uncomfortable. And when we face our 

fears and conquer them, that’s when we feel most satisfi ed with life.”

DRONE TECHNOLOGY
MECC is always on the lookout for innovative ways 

to get young people interested in high-demand 

technology careers and to provide options for workers 

transitioning out of the mining industry. Emerging 

interest in unmanned aerial systems (UAS), or 

“drones,” presents a unique opportunity to do both.

Regardless of whether or when a vibrant drone 

technology industry springs up in southwest Virginia, 

the skills needed to design, manufacture, assemble, 

program, and fl y unmanned aerial vehicles are 

taught within existing MECC programs, including 

Computer Aided Drafting & Design; Electromechanical 

Technology (Advanced Manufacturing Technology); 

Computer Networking Technology, and others.  

High School students in the 3D design strand of 

MECC’s summer Governor’s School program illustrated 

this multi-disciplinary connection by designing drone 

components using CADD software, producing them 

with a 3D printer, and collaborating with Computer 

Networking faculty to make them fl y.

Also this summer, MECC offered an Introduction to 

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) course, the fi rst of 

its kind to be offered at a Virginia community college.  

The course, offered again this fall, covers the history 

You
Give Us the Tools

 THE SKY IS THE LIMIT

Above: Students in MECC’s summer Intro to 
UAS course test fl y drones they built during 
the course.

Left: Governor’s School student displays 
a drone designed, built, and fl own by 
participants in this summer’s 3D Design strand.

of unmanned aerial fl ight, aircraft mechanics, and UAS 

law, and culminates in students building and fl ying 

their own drone. 

Given this existing expertise, MECC is well positioned 

to respond quickly to potential future drone industry 

needs. In the meantime, drones provide a great tool 

to attract new students into disciplines that meet 

the needs of the existing employers in advanced 

manufacturing and related industries.  
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Great Expectations: Opening Doors 
for Foster Youth
Mountain Empire Community College removes barriers 

to success, and celebrates students who succeed — 

especially those who face huge obstacles. Gary Hall has 

been in and out of the foster care system throughout 

his life. He fi rst entered the 

system at the age of two when 

both of his parents died. He 

reentered it while in his teens 

after the grandparents who 

were raising him died within 

a month of each other. He left 

the foster care system at the 

age of 17.

It’s safe to say the odds were 

stacked against Gary. Foster 

children have a nearly 50% 

high school dropout rate, and only 3% earn a college 

degree. The rate of incarceration of former foster youth 

dropouts is also alarmingly high (20%). Gary entered 

MECC with no family support, and no transportation. He 

walked the three miles from his home to the campus to 

Open Doors and  
  Remove Barriers

You
attend classes, regardless of the weather.

Fortunately, Gary found a support system in MECC’s 

Great Expectations program, which provides coaching 

and other supportive services to foster youth. The 

program helps students overcome barriers to higher 

education, including housing, transportation, childcare, 

and fi nancial emergencies. Seed funding for the Great 

Expectations program was provided by the Virginia 

Foundation for Community College Education. Starting 

this fall, private gifts to the MECC Foundation will 

ensure the continuation of the program.

Hall credits Great Expectations with helping to 

meet his immediate needs so that he could focus on 

academics. More importantly, he cites the atmosphere 

of the program as invaluable to participants. “Great 

Expectations sets a specifi c tone for students…one of 

real, tangible optimism,” which is often hard to come 

by for former foster youth.

While at MECC, Hall maintained a 3.958 GPA and 

was a 2014–15 recipient of the MECC Foundation’s 

AutoWorld-MECC Golf Classic Scholarship. He 

graduated with a transfer degree in General Studies. 

He will attend UVA Wise this fall on a full academic 

scholarship, and hopes to eventually work for NASA. 

Gary’s success has been an inspiration to MECC 

employees, and to Great Expectations students and 

supporters statewide.

New Website and Online 
Giving Capabilities
It is now easier than ever to support Mountain 

Empire Community College scholarship and 

academic programs with online giving at our new 

website. Just go to meccfoundation.org/give. The 

site is easy-to-use and your information is secure. If 

you prefer, you can reach us by phone or 

mail— 276.523.2400 or Mountain Empire 

Community College Foundation, 3441 Mountain 

Empire Road, Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219. We are 

always happy to hear from you.

Gary Hall, Great Expectations 
participant and 2014–15 
AutoWorld-MECC Golf Classic 
Scholarship recipient.
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Leah Giles
GeneraL studies

Leah Giles, of Big Stone 

Gap, graduated from Union 

High School in 2014. Not 

certain of her career plans, 

she decided to attend MECC 

to seek a transfer degree in General Studies, 

which allows her to explore her interests and 

career options while getting general education 

requirements out of the way. She was the 

2014–15 recipient of the MECC Foundation’s 

Bruce K. & Patsy Y. Robinette Scholarship. She 

expects to complete her Associate Degree next 

spring and transfer to a 4-year institution.

Alex Garnett
comPuter netWorKinG 
tecHnoLoGY

Alex Garnett, a 2014 

graduate of Gate City High 

School, was the 2014–15 

recipient of the MECC 

Foundation’s Nalco Foundation Scholarship. 

Alex chose to attend MECC because it was 

close to home and offered a variety of two-

year programs designed to lead directly 

to employment. His interest in computers 

led him to major in Computer Networking 

Technology. He found that participation in 

extracurricular activities, such as the Student 

Diplomat program and the Student Government 

Association, helped him to become familiar 

with the college community and eased the 

transition from high school to college. He 

expects to complete his Associate Degree next 

spring and pursue a career in computer repair.

featured scHoLars financiaL rePort
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Strategic Investments Keep 
Healthcare Program on Cutting Edge
Despite fl uctuations in the southwest Virginia economy, 

the healthcare sector has proven itself to be one of the 

most consistent employers in the MECC service region. 

To ensure that local healthcare providers continue 

to have a reliable pool of well-trained prospective 

employees, the college, the MECC Foundation, and 

healthcare industry representatives have worked 

together to make strategic investments in MECC’s many 

healthcare training programs. These investments ensure 

that our healthcare students continue to have access 

to state-of-the-art technology and clinical experiences, 

and—most importantly—be job-ready when they 

graduate.

MECC works diligently with its industry partners to 

stay on top of new developments in order to ensure 

that our programs stay relevant and meet regional 

training needs. For instance, the college recently added 

a Health Information Management degree program to 

address training needs resulting from the industry-

wide conversion to electronic health records, and 

has initiated work on a new healthcare simulation 

Bring Opportunity
You

laboratory that will serve multiple clinical programs. 

The MECC Foundation has played, and will continue to 

play, a primary role in securing the resources necessary 

to make these kinds of improvements.  

Health industry engagement with MECC programs 

extends beyond technology investments to include 

ongoing input into program content and scholarship 

support for students. The MECC Foundation frequently 

receives charitable gifts from healthcare employers 

and related entities to support students in healthcare 

programs. The Foundation recently received one such 

gift from the Lonesome Pine Hospital Auxiliary. This 

group of hospital volunteers made a $10,000 gift to 

create a new endowed scholarship. The Lonesome 

Pine Hospital Auxiliary Scholarship, like most others 

administered by the MECC Foundation, will be 

awarded based on fi nancial need and other 

donor-selected factors.

Health Sciences (Clinical)
Computer Tomography (CT)
Emergency Medical Services/Technician
Medical Laboratory Technology
Nursing Assistant
Nursing – LPN
Nursing – RN
Occupational Therapy Assistant
Phlebotomy
Physical Therapy Assistant
Radiography
Respiratory Therapy

Allied Health (Non-Clinical)
Administrative Support Technology
  Medical Offi ce Specialist
Clinical Research Coordinator
Funeral Services
Health Information Management
Medical Offi ce Coding & Procedures
Medical Records Technician
Medical Transcription
Pharmacy Aide

H E A LT H C A R E  P R O G R A M S
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New Program Offers Pathway to Network 
Security Certifi cations
As technology becomes more sophisticated and society becomes 

more dependent on technology for day-to-day transactions, the risk 

of cyber-attacks and data breaches continues to grow. Agencies that 

are entrusted with private or sensitive information must invest in 

well-trained security personnel in order to stay ahead of constantly 

evolving threats from hackers with illicit intentions.

Computer Networking Technology is one of MECC’s largest and 

most successful associate degree programs. It continually produces 

skilled professionals to fi ll regional IT workforce needs. The program 

holds the prestigious Cisco Networking Academy designation and 

gives students an opportunity to earn several industry-recognized 

certifi cations. The Computer Networking Technology program provides 

students with an introduction to security issues, but MECC has 

recognized a need to expand its offerings to better address IT security 

workforce needs throughout the region.

In early 2016, MECC will begin offering a new Network Security 

Career Studies Certifi cate to provide recent graduates of the Computer 

Networking Technology Associate Degree program and other 

experienced IT professionals with an opportunity to upgrade their 

network security skills. The MECC Foundation recently received a 

$20,000 grant from the Dominion Foundation to support curriculum 

development costs and equipment for the new program.

The Network Security Career Studies certifi cate will consist of three 

intensive and accelerated courses, taught in sequence one night each 

week. Each course will last approximately 16 weeks. The full nine-

credit program is designed to be completed in one year. The program 

will also align with King University’s Bachelor’s in Information 

Technology/Cyber-Security Concentration, providing students with 

an opportunity to transfer and complete a four-year degree. For more 

information, contact Fred Coeburn at fcoeburn@mecc.edu.

New Chemical Process 
Operator Program
MECC is building on its existing 

partnership with Eastman Chemical in 

Kingsport to offer a new Career Studies 

Certifi cate program designed to prepare 

graduates for employment in chemical 

testing, processing, and manufacturing. 

The average entry-level hourly wage 

for these occupations nationwide is 

$16, with practically unlimited growth 

potential. The Chemical Process Operator 

program is a one year, 29-credit hour 

program whose competencies align with 

high-demand occupations at Eastman. 

For students wishing to seek an 

Associate Degree, the program also aligns 

with MECC’s existing Electromechanical 

Technology Degree program, also 

developed in partnership with Eastman.
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The Foundation 

gratefully acknowledges 

the following people, 

organizations, and 

businesses who 

contributed from July 1, 

2014 to June 30, 2015.

YouThanks to

Benefactors Club 
($10,000 Plus)
Alpha Services  
C. Bascom Slemp Foundation
Carol Phipps Buchanan Estate
Community Trust & Investment 

Company, Pikeville  
Eastman Chemical Company Foundation 
Kline Foundation  
Lambda Alpha Epsilon  
Mr. Mike Thomas  
Wellmont Foundation

Loyalty Club 
($5,000 to $9,999)
Alpha Natural Resources, LLC 
Ms. Elaine Bailey  
BP Wampler Consulting, Inc. 
Columbus Phipps Foundation 
Dominion Foundation  
Mrs. Bonnie Elosser  
Ms. Martha “Da” Gilley 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. McGlothlin 
Montgomery-Kinser Law Office 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling of Norton 
Ms. Adriana Trigiani  
Virginia Foundation for   

Community College Education  

Executive Club 
($2,500 to $4,999)
Auto World of Big Stone Gap 
China Garden Restaurant 
Farmers and Miners Bank 
Mr. Joe Fuller  
Mr. Scott Hatcher  
Jack Howard Gibbs Foundation 
Mrs. Lucy F. Reasor  
Rotary Club of Scott County 
Shirley Lane Stiles Memorial 

Nursing Fund  
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Stafford 
Dr. Terrance E. Suarez  
Wadlow Gap Ruritan  
Williams-Berry Charitable Foundation 

President’s Club 
($1,000 to $2,500)
Mrs. Teresa Adkins  
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Carter 
Ms. Barbara Caruso  

Mr. M. Campbell Cawood
Crutchfield Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Daugherty 
Dickenson Co. Board of Supervisors 
Frito-Lay   
Mr. & Mrs. William Gilliam 
Glass Machinery 

& Excavation, Inc.  
Dr. & Mrs. James Scott Hamilton 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Howard 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Isaac 
Ms. Susan Kennedy  
Lee Bank and Trust Company,  

Pennington Gap  
Lee County Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary McCann 
Mr. & Mrs. Rex McCarty 
Mrs. Louisa Holton Morris 
Norton Community Hospital Auxiliary 
Norton Lions Club  
NTelos Foundation  
Mrs. Diana D. Pope  
Powell Valley National Bank, Jonesville
Quesenberry’s, Inc.  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Quillen 
Mr. & Dr. Donald L. Ratliff 
Rex McCarty Services, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben F. Sergent 
South-West Insurance Agency 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spurlock 
Mrs. Donna G. Stanley  
Tempur-Sealy International 
Town of Pennington Gap 
Ms. Antonia Trigiani  

Tuck Mapping Solutions, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Paul Varson
Wallens Ridge State Prison 
Wellmont Health System 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Winston Witt

Founders Club 
($500 to $999)
A & A Enterprises, Inc.  
Appalachia Business Association 
Belk, Wise   

Mr. & Mrs. Brian K. Blanton 
Mrs. Sue Ella Boatright-Wells 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Bryant 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Roger Bullock 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary J. Bumgarner 
Ms. Susan Cassell  
Cornerstone Pharmacy LLC 
Eastman Credit Union  
EQT Foundation  
Estes Bros. Const., Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Etherton
Food City, Abingdon  
Mrs. Amy Greear  
Mrs. Mary Grace Groseclose 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Hall  
Mr. Leton Harding, Jr.  
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Harris  
Ms. Jane A. Jones  
Joy Global Underground  

Mining LLC  
Mr. & Mrs. Jessee B. Marcum 
Mr. Don McDavid  
Mrs. Patricia T. Miller  
Mr. Glen Moore  
New Peoples Bank, Norton 
Mrs. Charlotte Parsons 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Poole  
Mr. & Dr. R. Jackson Rasnic 
Mrs. Cynthia Ringley  
Robinette Steel & Scrap Metal 
Scott County Democratic Party 
Mr. & Mrs. Carter Shelton 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond V. Skorupa 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Stewart 
Mr. Jim Vicars  
Wolfe Williams & Reynolds 

Sustainers Club 
($250 to $499)
Advantage Group  
Mr. & Mrs. W. Christopher Allgyer 
Anderson Company, Inc. 
Ms. Bethany Arnold  
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dean Baker 
Ms. Della V. Bays  
BB&T, Clintwood 
Mrs. Peggy G. Beverly  
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin M. Bledsoe 
Mrs. Jearline M. Bledsoe 
Mrs. Wanda Bledsoe  
Bledsoe Law Office  
Century 21  
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Y.C. Choy 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Clark  
Mr. Thomas Clements  
Council for Rural Virginia 
Mr. Ronald Cox  
Mr. Tim Cox  
Dari Delite   

East Stone Gap Alumni Association 
First Community Bank, Clintwood
Food City, Weber City  
Freedom Chevrolet  
Mr. J. Gilley  
Mr. Terence Michael Gilley  
Ms. Sarah Jane Gilliam 
Mrs. Charlotte Green  

Mrs. Kristy Hall  
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Sage Hardin 
Mr. William S. Harris  
Ms. Sandra Jessee  
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Jett  
Dr. William P. Kanto  
Kilgore Law Office  
Kimbermark, LLC  
Kingsport Times-News 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott L. Kiser 
Kiwanis Club of Clintwood 
Kwik Kafe of Tri-Cities  
Lamar Outdoor Advertising 
Ms. Rene Lamey  
Lee County Industrial Development 

Authority 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
Dr. & Mrs. George Litton
Ms. Regenia Massey  
Micronic Technologies, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ronnie Montgomery 
Mr. Kolan Morelock  
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mecc foundation donors

Morgan-McClure Chevrolet, Inc.
Mountain Forest Products, LLC 
Mountain View ATV Lodge 
Mountain View Medical Center 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mullins  
Nickelsville Ruritan Club, Inc.
Mrs. Phyllis Nitschke  
Powell Valley Electric Cooperative
Powell Valley Printing  
Mr. Jerry L. Ramey  
Ms. Caroline Rapking  
Ms. Gailya Rasnic  
S & C Rentals  
Scott Co. Telephone Cooperative
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Shelton 
Ms. Delores Smith  
Ms. Karen Sorber  
Ms. Jayne Stamper  
Mr. Mitch Taylor  
The Inn at Wise  
Thompson & Litton  
Mr. Kendall Tucker  
Mr. & Mrs. C. Christopher Ward
Ms. Lena Whisenhunt  
Mr. Derek Whisman  
Mr. D. H. Whitley  
Ms. Moneka Wilson  
Wise County Industrial 

Development Authority 
Mr. & Dr. William C.  

“Buzzy” Witt

Friends Club 
($1 to $249)
A Better Burger  
The Academy of Performing Arts 

Mr. & Dr. Roger Adams  
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Addington 
Adkins & Hunnicutt, PC 
Advance Auto Parts  
Dr. & Mrs. Kurtz E. Alderman 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben E. Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Allen 
Allen’s Carpet & Vinyl Outlet 
Appalachian Osteopathy, PC 
Mr. Donnie Artrip  

Ms. Theta Artrip  
Mrs. Susie Austin  
Mr. Timothy Austin  
B & K Farm Supply  
Mr. Michael Bachmann
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Bailey 
Bailey & Wells, Inc.  
Mr. & Mrs. Smitty Baker
Bank of Marion  
Mr. Alan Barker  
Ms. Brandi Barnette  

Barter Theater  
Mr. Tim Bartley  
Ms. Mary Ruth (Gilly) Baskett
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bates  
Ms. Ann Beasley  
Mr. Carson Wayne Beaver
Mr. & Mrs. James Beazley
Best Western of Wise  
Mrs. Becky Bevins  
Ms. Mary Beth Bingman 
Mr. Timothy B. Blankenbecler
Mr. Johnny Bledsoe  
The Blossom Box  
Ms. Beth Boggs  
Mr. & Mrs. C.M.Boggs  
Mr. Windell Bolling  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Bond
Boone’s LLC  
Ms. Patricia Bowden  
Mr. Daniel Bowen  
Ms. Lelia Bradshaw  
Broadwater Trading Company
Mrs. Sylvia A. Brown  
Builders Hardware, LLC
Dr. Carol A.Burkart  
Mr. Thomas Bush  
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Callahan 
Ms. Beth Campbell  
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Cantrell 
Mrs. Patti W. Cantrell
Carousel House Bed & Breakfast 
Mr. Gary Carroll  
Ms. Nancy H. Cassell  
Ms. Vickie Caudill  
Cedar Hill Country Club 
Ms. Susan Chadwell  

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Childress
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Christian
City of Norton  
Clapboard House  
Mr. Dale Clark  
Ms. Deborah Clarkston
Clintwood Lions Club  
Mr. & Mrs. Tucker S. Coleman
Community Motors  
Ms. Rosa-lee Cooke  
Mr. & Mrs. James Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle S. Cooper 
Mr. Thomas Cooper  
Copper Creek Ruritan Club 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Counts
County of Wise  
Ms. Sabrina Cowden  
Mrs. Charlene C. Cozart 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry N. Cradic
Creekwood Bunco Team
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Cridlin 
Crosscountry Mortgage, Inc. 
Ms. Mattie Elizabeth Culbertson 
Mrs. Carolyn Cummins
Ms. Tina Cupp  
Mr. & Mrs. James Daley
Mrs. Ethel Daniels  
Dr. Margaret Ann Davis
Mr. Robby Davis  
Ms. Dana DeFoor  
Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Dent  
Dent Craft   
Dickenson Co. Chamber 

of Commerce 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Dingus 
Direct Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep 
Mr. John DiYorio  
Ms. Lois Dobyns  
Ms. Kimberly D. Dorton
Mr. Brandon Dotson  
Double D Tire Service  
Duffield Lumber &  

Hardware Co, Inc.  
Ms. Belinda Durham  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Duvall
Ms. Shamra Dye  
East Stone Gap Tigers Alumni 
Edward Jones Investments, 

Pennington Gap  
Ms. Patricia Egan  
Mr. & Mrs. O.H. Elliott, III
Mr. Earl Emerson  
Mr. Robert England  
Environmental Monitoring, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Faires  
Family Drug, Inc.  
Mrs. Billie Tate Fecher  
Mr. David Fields  

Ms. Jennifer Fig  
First Bank & Trust Company, 

Norton 
Mr. Donald Fisher  
Fit-Con Graphics  
Fitness Advantage  
Mr. Richard Fogg
Food City, Big Stone Gap 
Four Seasons Farmers Market 

LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Fox  
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Fraley, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Bert R. Francis 
Southwest Virginia Museum 

Historical State Park  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Fugate 

Dr. & Mrs. J. E. Fugate
Mr. Eddie Fultz  
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Gamba
Mr. Jim Garland  
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Gary 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gibson
Mrs. Peggy Gibson  
Ms. Janet Giles  
Mrs. Pam Giles  
Mr. Paul F. Gilley  
Mrs. Thelma Gilley  
Gilley’s Jewelers  
Mr. & Mrs. Garnett Gilliam
Mr. & Mrs. Hayward Gilliam
Gilliam Funeral Home  
Mr. Rodney Gilly  
Gloucester County Board of 

Supervisors  
Grabeel’s IGA Foodliner
Ms. Lena G. Grace  
Mr. & Mrs. Glen F. Graham
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Graham
Grand Home Furnishings
Mr. Ernest Gray  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Green
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Phillip Green
Mr. Michael Greene  
Mr. Roger B. Greene  
Gress Engineering, PC  

Ben and Dotty Allen
Dr. Jane Sowers Armistead 
Jettie Baker*
Jim Bates
Carol Buchanan*
Anonymous
Anonymous
W.H. and Callie Anne 

Coughlin Clark
Elizabeth Couch*
Georgia Jo Couch*
Leona Crockett*
Anonymous

Frank and Mary Fugate
Terence Michael Gilley
Howard and Ruth Gilliam
Jean Hill Grigsby*
Ann Verta Hamilton*
Anonymous
Anonymous
Edna Billette (Perry) 

McFadden*
Willie Joe and Laura Lyon 

Peters*
Nell Phillips*
Reida Rankin*
Anonymous

Legacy Society
The following individuals have made arrangements to include the MECC Foundation in their 
estate plans, named the college as a beneficiary of life insurance, or made a gift of paid-up 
life insurance.

Anne I. Riggs*
Sue Rosenbalm*
Frank* and Ginger 

Rutherford
Ben and Nancy Sergent
R.C. “Snook”* and Marti 

Shelton
Dale and Donna Stanley
Helen Jackson 

Sutherland*
French Taylor*
Anonymous
Beth Wendell*

   *deceased
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mecc foundation donors (continued)

Mr. & Mrs. James Griffith
Mr. Henry Guthrie  
Mr. David Guy  
Hagy & Fawbush Funeral Home 
Ms. Cindy Hale  
Mr. Ron Hall  
Mr. Robert A. Hamblen  
Mr. & Mrs. John Hamilton
Hancock-Lambert Pharmacy 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Harrington
Mr. Jesse Harris  
Ms. Willie Harris  
Mr. Danny Harrison  
Mr. Bob Hartley  
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Helms  
Mr. Marty J. Hensley  
Ms. Dora Hill  
Ms. Jacquie Hill  
Mr. Paul Hines  
Mr. Robbie Hines  
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Hines
Ms. Frances Holbrook  
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Holcomb
Holding Funeral Home  
Home Hardware & Furniture Co. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Hood  
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Scott Horne 
Ms. Claudia Howard  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. 

Hundertmark 
Dr. & Mrs. Jozsef Hunek
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Hutcheson 
Ms. Pam Hutchinson  
Impressions of Norton, Inc. 
Interstate Construction Products 
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Isaacs 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ison  
Mr. Thomas Jennings  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Jessee
Mr. Gary Johnson  
Ms. Janet Johnson  
Mr. Jeff Johnson  
Mr. Chris Jones  
Ms. Mitzi Jones  
Jonesville Drug Company, Inc. 
Ms. Audrey Joplin  
Mr. & Mrs. Marion C. Joplin

Mr. Myson Joseph  
Ms. Kim Justice  
Ms. Patricia Keefe  
Ms. Amy Kelley  
Ms. Lana L. Kennedy  
Mr. Pat Kenney  
Ms. Jessica Ketron  
Ms. Jennifer Kilbourne  
Mr. Teddy Kilgore  
Kilgore for Delegate  
Mr. Adam Kinser  
Mr. Joshua L. Kiser  
Mr. John W. Knapp  
Kwikway Markets  
L. J. Horton Florists, Inc.
The Honorable Steven Landes 
Mr. C.P. Lane  
Ms. Terri L. Lane  
Mr. & Mrs. Eunice Laster
Mr. Roy Laster  
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Dale Lee 
Mr. Kevin Lee  
Ms. Valerie Lee  
Lee Auction Company  
Lee Co. Bar Association
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Leigh
Ms. Brooke Jones Leonard 
Ms. Angie Lester  
Mr. Mark Lester  
Lindsey Wilson College
Lions Club of Haysi/Clinchco 
Mr. Tommy Livesay  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Locke 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Lominack 
Lone Pine Exterminating Co.
Lonesome Pine Arts & Crafts, Inc. 
Lonesome Pine Country Club 
Ms. Alane Lovern  
Mrs. Ashley Mabe  
Mr. Alan Maggard  
Mr. Nasser Maksoud  
Mr. John C. Marion  
Ms. Peggy Mathews  
Mr. Vadim Matyushin  
McDonald’s, Big Stone Gap 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. McFalls
Ms. Kannika McIntyre  
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick McKinney 
Mr. Robert McLaughlin  
Mr. Ronald D. McQuery
Mr. Brandon Meade  
Mrs. Virginia H. Meador 
Mercer Trigiani, LLP  
Ms. Brenda Metcalf  
Mi Finca   
Mid-Mountain Heating & Cooling 
Miners Exchange Bank
Mr. Luther Minor  

Ms. Alberta Mitchell  
Mrs. Bobbie Morris  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morrison 
Mr. Douglas Mottley  
Mountain States Health Alliance 
Mountainrose Vineyards, Inc.
Mr. Chad Mullins  
Mr. James Mullins  
Ms. Jettie Greer Mullins
Mr. John Mullins  
Ms. Kim Mullins  
Ms. Tessa Mullins  
Mr. Thomas Shane Mullins 
Mr. Wes Mullins  
Mullins, Harris & Jessee P.C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Munsey
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Munsey 

Ms. Carole Murphy  
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Mustard
Myers Lumber & Supply
Natural Tunnel State Park
New Peoples Bank, Honaker 
Norton Floral of Lee County 
Mr. Neal E. Noyes  
Mrs. Miranda Oaks  
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Odle 
Dr. Chuks A. Ogbonnaya
Mr. & Mrs. David Ogburn
Ms. Amanda Olinger  
Ms. Geneva O’Quinn  
Mr. Nathan O’Quinn  
O’Reilly’s Auto Parts  
Ms. Barbara Orndorff  
Mr. Mark Osborne  
Mrs. Donna Owens  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Parks 
Ms. Thelma Jane Parton
Mr. & Mrs. Arles Pease  
Mrs. Katie Pendley  
Pennington Pharmacy  
Performance Engineering, LLC 
Ms. Jewell Phipps  
Mr. & Mrs. Don R. Pippin
Province Funeral Home 
Pullin-Ink  

Mr. Justin Qualls  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Mac Quillen 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. Quillin 
R/Mac Realty LLC  
Range Resources Corporation 
Ms. Kim Rasnick  
Ms. Anna Reach  
The Regional Eye Center, PC 
Mrs. Angelia B. Reynolds
Mrs. Carolyn H. Reynolds
Rhonda’s Hallmark  
Ms. Martha J. Rhoton  
Mr. & Mrs. Otis Rhoton  
Mr. Fred Richard  
Ms. Janet Richards  
Mr. Buddy Lee Rife  
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Rife  
Mr. & Mrs. David Douglas Rife 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rife
Mr. Jody Riggs  
Ms. Judy Riggs  
Riggs Oil Company  
Mr. Dale Roach  
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Robbins
Ms. Karen N. Roberson
Mr. Bruce K. Robinette  
Robinette Funeral Homes, LLC 
Mr. Mackie Rose  
Mr. Van Rose  
Mr. & Mrs. Hank Ross  
Mrs. Rebecca S. Rowland 
Roy A. Green Funeral Home 
Ms. Elizabeth Russell  
Mr. Anthony Russo  
Ms. Vicki Rutledge  
Ms. Pearl Ryan  
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Salaita 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron R. Salyer 
Mr. Kyle Scanlan  
Ms. Billie Jean Scott  
Mr. & Mrs. Zane Scott  
Scott Co. Herald-Virginian, Inc. 
The Honorable & Mrs. Birg E. 

Sergent 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Shoemaker 
Mr. Glen A. Skinner  
Ms. Barbara Smith  
Dr. David Smith  
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Snodgrass 
Southwest Auto Brokers, Inc.
Mr. Brad Speaks  
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis C. Spicer 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe St. Clair
Ms. Brenda R. Stanley  
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Stanley 
Mr. Johnnie Stanley  

Mr. Don Stansberry  
Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart 
Mr. Jason Stewart  
Ms. Pauline Stidham  
Mr. Jim Strength  
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Strouth
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Strouth
Mr. & Mrs. R. Dennis Sturgill 
Subway, Pennington Gap
Ms. Rita Surratt  
Mr. James Swearingen
Mr. & Mrs. Cheryl C. Tankersley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred Tate  
Ms. Melissa Thacker  
The Dog S’Paw LLC  
The First Lady Day Spa 
Beta Sigma Phi Theta  

Theta Chapter 11387
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ray Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Tiller  
Mrs. Angela H. Tipton  
Todd’s Hair Studio  
Ms. Wanda Tomlinson  
Town of Big Stone Gap 
Town of Clintwood  
Town of Jonesville  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Tuck 
Ms. Rachel Vatlington  
Ms. Ann Vaughn  
Vaughn & Melton Consulting 

Engineers, Inc.  
Mrs. John W. Vicars  
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Vicars 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Viers
Village Crossing Florals
Vintage On Main  
Virginia Cable 

Telecommunications 
Association

Virginia Retirement Services, Inc. 
Virginia Sports & Chiropractic 
Ms. Shirley A. Walborn  
Ms. Conda Weddle  
Mrs. Sherry T. Whitaker
Mr. Jack White  
Mr. William E. Bradshaw, PC 
Mrs. Mitzi M. Williams  
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Willis  
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson
Wise County Shrine Club
Mrs. Joanne M. Wisor  
Ms. Lisa K. Woliver  
Mr. David Woodfin  
Ms. Deborah Wright  
Mr. Kevin Yates  
Mr. Joseph L. Young
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Buccaneer Scholarship Donors
The MECC Foundation is providing special recognition to generous Big Stone Gap 
High School alumni and community friends for cumulative support of the Buccaneer 
Scholarship, named for the mascot of the former Big Stone Gap High School. A group 
of alumni created the Buccaneer Scholarship in 2003 to honor the legacy of their 
alma mater, which closed in 1959, and to benefit students of Powell Valley High 
School. Since then, 34 graduates of either Powell Valley or Union High Schools have 
received $1,500 renewable scholarships to attend MECC. As of June 30, 2015, a total 
of $63,037 has been awarded to students, and the Buccaneer Scholarship Committee 
has raised over $281,365 for annual and endowed scholarships.

Members of the Buccaneer Scholarship Committee include Roger Daugherty, 
Committee Chairman; Nancy Hagy Chiles; W. “H” and Callie Anne Coughlin Clark; 
Jack Howard; George Litton; Bill Locke; Roy Laster; and Nancey Edmonds Smith. Big 
Stone Gap alumni and the Buccaneer Scholarship Committee were recognized in 2012 
as the recipients of the VCCS Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy.

The Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following people, organizations, and 
businesses who have ever contributed to the Buccaneer Scholarship family of funds.  
Those who have given from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 are in bold.

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph H. Adams 
Advantage Group  
Ms. Catherine Agrella 
Ms. Zelma Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred R. Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Shell Arnold
Mr. Jimmy Artrip
Ms. Elizabeth M. Asbury
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Bailey 
Ms. Lindsey Bay 
Ms. Nancy Belton 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Kyle Beverly 
Mrs. Peggy Beverly 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Blann
Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Boggs 
Col. John Crawford Boston, Retired
Ms. Patricia Bowden
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Bradburne
Mr. & Mrs. Ted R. Bruton 
Ms. Deborah Bryant 
Ms. Nancy Buchanan 
Ms. Mary Faye Buckles
Mr. & Mrs. William Buckles
Mr. Robert Bushong 
Mr. John H. Byrd
Byrd Rental  
C. Bascom Slemp Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Callahan 
Dr. Gene Callahan 
Ms. Mae S. Carmody
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Carr 
Mr. Gary Carty
Mr. John S. Carty
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Chiles 
Mr. & Mrs. W. H. & Callie Anne Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Clark 
Ms. Helen Clendenon 
Mrs. Margaret Clendenon 
Ms. Betty Cline
Ms. Joyce Collier 
Mr. & Mrs. James Cooper 
Mr. James T. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle S. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. James Cornett
Ms. Faith Cox 
Mrs. Charlene C. Cozart
Mr. William Dameron 
Darco Energy Management  

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Daugherty 
Mr. James Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby H. Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Dent 
Ms. La Nette Desler
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Dye 
Mr. Thomas L. Edwards
Don Wax Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund K. Filsinger 
Ms. Mary M. Flanders
Ms. Lilian H. M. Fleenor
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Fleenor 
Mr. Richard Fogg 
Ms. Joyce Gardner 
Ms. Wanda Garrison 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Gary
Mrs. Sam Gilbert
Mrs. Pam Giles
Mr. James M. Gilley
Mr. & Mrs. Garnett Gilliam 
Mrs. Harold Gilliam 
Ms. Janey Gilliam 
Mr. Normand T. Graber
Mr. Harvey Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. James Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Graham 
Mrs. Lila Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph L. Graham 
Mrs. Ernest Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl S. Groseclose 
Mr. Robert A. Hamblem
Mr. John Hamblen 
Ms. Helen Hamilton 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen S. Hardin 
Ms. Janice Haywood 
Ms. Jean Hedges 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hendrick 
Ms. Jettie C. Hess
Mr. Edwin B. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Hixson 
Holding Funeral Home  
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. & Marcella Hopkins
Ms. Kathleen K. Horne 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Edward Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Howard
Mrs. Mary Hundertmark 
Ms. Anne Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Isaac
Ms. Joyce Jessee 
Ms. Joyce Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. Wilmot C. Jones 
Ms. Vivian W. Kahrs
Ms. Patricia Keefe 
Mr. Toby Keller 
Mr. Don Kepler
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Kern 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Kilbourne
Mr. Philip Kinder 
Mr. Joshua L. Kiser
Mr. Roy Laster 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Little 
Mr. & Mrs. George Litton
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Locke
Martin Real Estate Investments 
Ms. Janice C. Mays
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest D. McCoig
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. McFalls
Mr. Ronald D. McQuery
Mrs. Virginia Meador 
Mr. & Mrs. Teddy W. Messer
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mullins 
Mr. Earl Mumpower 
Mr. Thomas W. Murphy
Mr. James K. Murphy 
Mr. Frank A. Neely
Ms. Mary Nell Dungan
Ms. Anne R. Nickels
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Pannell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pareene 
Ms. Janice Paveglio 
Dr. & Mrs. Brownie Polly
Mr. George Polly 
Mr. Jerry Potter 
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Potter 
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Purvis
Mr. & Mrs. John Quinley 
Mr. & Dr. R. Jackson Rasnic
Ms. Anna Reach 
Mrs. Alma Reasor 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan J. Reasor 
Ms. Marla Reynolds 
Mr. William C. Robinette
Dr. Winfield Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Salaita
Salaita Group  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Salley
Ms. Susan M. Sanders
Ms. Billie Jean Scott 
Ms. Shirley Shafer 

Mrs. Arline G. Sharpe 
Ms. Shelby M. Slemp 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Smith 
Ms. Iloe Read Stallard
Mrs. Donna G. Stanley 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. William Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred Tate 
Mr. Bobby Taylor
Lt. Col. & Mrs. S. J. Terrano
Mrs. Angela H. Tipton 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Toney 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred J. Van Bever
Mrs. Irene D. Wax
Mrs. Beth Wendell 
Ms. Elizabeth N. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Williams 
Mr. Joe S. Williams 
Mr. John Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson 
Mrs. Joanne M. Wisor
Ms. Sherry A. Wolfe
Ms. Frances W. Woodward
Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Wright 
Ms. Janet R. Yates
Ms. Barbara Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Haskell Swiney 
Mr. William Reach 



MECC Foundation Board

Mr. Gary D. McCann Chair

Mr. Robert Isaac
Vice-Chair

Mr. Ben E. Allen
Past Chair

Mrs. Diana Pope, Treasurer

Mrs. Donna Shelton
Vice-Treasurer

Dr. Scott Hamilton
MECC President

Mrs. Susie Austin

Mr. Roger Daugherty

Dr. Kathleen A. DePonte

Mrs. Bonnie Elosser

Mrs. Ruth Gilliam

Ms. Sarah Gilliam

Mrs. Karen K. Hall

Mr. Leton Harding, Jr.

Mr. G.E. “Pedro” Hunnicutt, Jr.

Mrs. Sandy McGlothlin

Mrs. Virginia Meador

Mr. Ronnie Montgomery

Mr. Donald Raber

Mr. Donnie Ratliff

Mrs. Doris Rife

Mrs. Martha Spurlock

Mr. W. Paul Varson

Mr. Ryan Witt

Mr. W.C. “Buzzy” Witt, Jr.

MECC Foundation Staff

Mrs. Donna Stanley
Executive Director

Mrs. Jearline Bledsoe, Annual Fund 
& Special Events Coordinator

Mrs. Clara Harris
Financial Specialist

Mrs. Nikki Morrison
Grants Coordinator

Mrs. Brandi McAfee, Secretary

Local Advisory Board
(2015-16)

Ms. Teresa Adkins, Wise County

Dr. Vickie Brown, Lee County

Ms. Gail Elliott, Lee County

Mrs. Bonnie Elosser, Vice Chair, 
Wise County

Mr. Robert Etherton, Scott County

Mr. J. David Graham, Lee County

Dr. Scott Hamilton, MECC President

Ms. Adrienne Hood, Scott County

Mr. Robert Isaac, City of Norton

Ms. Mary Ruth Laster, Lee County

Ms. Alane Short Lovern
Wise County

Mr. Rex McCarty, Chair
Scott County

Mr. Burl Mooney
Dickenson County

Mr. R. Dennis Sturgill, Wise County

Mr. Robert H. Tuck, Wise County

3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.2400, Fax 276.523.7485
www.meccfoundation.org

3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.2400, Fax 276.523.8297
www.mecc.edu 

It is the policy of the Virginia Community College System and Mountain Empire Community College to 
provide equal employment and educational opportunities for all persons without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, political affi liation, veteran status, gender, age, or sexual orientation and for all 
otherwise qualifi ed persons with disabilities. This policy permits appropriate employment preference for 
veterans. This institution promotes and maintains educational opportunities without regard to race, color, 
sex, ethnicity, religion, gender, age (except when age is a bona fi de occupational qualifi cation), disability, 
national origin, or other non-merit factors. This institution prohibits sexual harassment including sexual 
violence. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination 
policies: Vice President of Financial and Administrative Services. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding student misconduct or equity issues based on gender: Dean 
of Student Services. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding employee 
misconduct or equity issues: Human Resource Manager. For more information, contact 276.523.2400, 
3441 Mountain Empire Rd., Big Stone Gap, VA, 24219. Virginia relay users dial 711.


