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I am pleased to present the fi rst ever combined Mountain Empire Community College 

and Mountain Empire Community College Foundation Annual Report, covering the 

year 2012. It is fi tting to join these progress summaries as the Foundation’s work is 

inextricably linked to the progress of the college. 

In this report, you will fi nd highlights of how Mountain Empire Community 

College continues to build on our legacy, demonstrating progress in student academic 

success, capital projects, fundraising and community engagement.

Student success is our primary mission. In 2012, MECC continued to make progress 

in key initiatives aimed at improving our student graduation rate. Our developmental 

math curriculum was substantially overhauled, and our students 

already benefi t from these changes. In addition, MECC has 

partnered with local high schools to offer college-preparation 

mathematics courses. These courses have allowed more students 

to enter college ready to succeed in math.

In terms of facilities, our campus continues to grow and 

evolve with several major capital projects being completed 

in 2012. In addition, I am proud to announce that Mountain 

Empire Community College’s Foundation has exceeded its 

fundraising goals for two consecutive years and is recognized 

by the Virginia Community College Association as the third 

largest community college foundation in the state of Virginia. 

The college has experienced growth in student and community 

programs such as Governor’s School, Mountain Music School 

and Workforce Development non-credit programs. Mountain Empire Community College 

is truly making a difference . . . contributing to the economic development and 

educational attainment of our region. 

2012 marked the 40th anniversary of Mountain Empire Community College. Although 

the college has changed considerably since 1972, our commitment to the region, its 

heritage and its future, remains steadfast. Mountain Empire Community College is 

indeed building on our legacy, looking toward the future as we are fi rmly grounded on 

an extraordinary heritage of educational excellence.

Building On Our Legacy
A Message from the President

Dr. Scott Hamilton
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Our Campus Evolves . . .

M O U N T A I N  E M P I R E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  3

Signs of progress were 

highly visible on the Mountain 

Empire Community College 

campus in 2012 with several 

major capital projects 

underway. 

(right and above, right) The renovation of Dalton-Cantrell 
Hall is scheduled for completion at the end of 2012. This 
$9M project, designed by The Lane Group and contracted 
by Quesenberry’s, Inc., will upgrade instructional facilities 
for the college’s Industrial Technology occupational/
technical programs, and provide offi ce space for the college 
administration and the foundation. A complimentary project 
to the Dalton-Cantrell renovation is the addition of two solar 
arrays and a wind turbine, supported by a stimulus grant 
from the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy, and 
funding from the Virginia Tobacco Commission. Located in 
the lower parking area, these sustainable energy initiatives 
are expected to produce an annual saving for the college in 
energy consumption and utility costs. 

(Left) One of the most anticipated additions 
to the college, a second access road to the 
campus along U.S. route 23, was approved 
in 2012. The road, to be constructed 
approximately 1/3 mile south of the existing 
main entrance, will provide an additional 
entrance to the college as well as alleviate 
traffi c congestion. The primary goal is to 
reduce the number of vehicular accidents 
at the main entrance.  Construction of the 
new road, which will be named College Way, 
should begin in March 2013. The road will be 
open to traffi c by the end of 2013.

(above) A stair terrace project between Godwin and Holton Halls to the north end of Phillips-
Taylor Hall is expected to be completed in early 2013. This project will provide additional 
pedestrian access between facilities.  A project to provide better access to the lower level of 
Phillips-Taylor Hall and the Goodloe Center is expected to begin in March 2013. The Goodloe 
access project will include provision for handicapped parking adjacent to the building.

F A C I L I T I E S
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Meeting Today’s Challenges 
for a Better Tomorrow

Mountain Empire Community College is a recognized  

 Achieving the Dream Leader College. The Achieving 

the Dream initiative works to close achievement gaps 

and accelerate student success at community colleges 

nationwide through efforts on four fronts: 1) guiding 

evidence-based institutional change; 2) infl uencing pub-

lic policy; 3) generating knowledge; and 4) engaging the 

public. MECC has launched eight initiatives in an effort 

to close these gaps, including the re-engineering of math 

developmental courses and a K–12 math partnership with 

local high schools. 

Mathematic skills are a crucial component to succeed-

ing in college and in life. The Virginia Community College 

System recognized that students enrolled in develop-

mental courses are more likely to drop out of college, 

and launched an initiative to redesign developmental 

math courses to increase success rates. MECC was on the 

forefront of these changes, implementing a new devel-

opmental math program in spring 2012. The redesign is 

producing promising results in its initial two semesters.  

Students are progressing through the developmental 

sequence more quickly and with more success.  

Community colleges know that non-developmental 

students are almost twice as successful in completing 

college as those that require developmental education. 

In fall 2011, MECC launched the K–12 Math Partnership 

Initiative with Wise County Public Schools and Norton 

City Schools with a goal to reduce the amount of devel-

opment mathematics needed by students when they enter 

MECC. The results of this initiative are inspiring. Upon 

completion of the course, 83% were eligible to enroll 

in a non-developmental college mathematics course.  

These results are even more promising when considering 

that without this intervention, 100% of the participants 

would have been placed in a developmental math course.

Our college is committed to making sure that every 

student is successful in completing their educational 

goals. In 2002, MECC implemented student development 

courses (SDV) aimed at helping fi rst-time, full-time stu-

dents transition to college. SDV courses give students an 

opportunity to learn about college services, ask questions 

about navigating campus processes, and seek guidance/

support from the course instructor.  The results of this 

initiative, illustrated in the graph, consistently show that 

students are more likely to remain in college by complet-

ing the SDV course, ultimately leading to attainment of a 

college degree or certifi cate.
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MECC is working with our student honors organization, Phi 
Theta Kappa, to improve student graduation rates. In September 
2012, more than 200 MECC students gathered to sign the “I 
WILL GRADUATE” pledge, part of a national community college 
movement to improve completion rates by encouraging students 
to fi nish their college degree.
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You could say that Mike Strouth has teaching in his 

blood. His grandparents taught in adjoining classrooms 

at a two-room school in Dickenson County and his moth-

er is a retired history teacher. For the the last 32 years, 

Strouth has taught history to thousands of students in 

Southwest Virginia, fi rst at Clintwood High, and more 

recently as a full time professor at MECC.

Strouth’s exemplary service was recognized in 2012 

with the W.H. and Callie Anne Coughlin Clark Master 

Teacher Award at Mountain 

Empire Community College. His 

passion for excellence, his keen 

ability to bring history alive 

for students and his creation of 

learning opportunities contrib-

uted to his recognition. 

At Mountain Empire, Strouth 

created the International Educa-

tion program, providing hundreds 

of students with a once-in-a–life-

time experience of traveling and viewing history abroad. 

Strouth has also brought numer ous notable veterans 

to the MECC campus with the Living Legends program. 

Students have heard fi rst-hand the experiences of Medal 

of Honor winners and WWII survivors. 

“I try to make history come alive,” said Strouth. “The 

trips and speakers can do that in a way a lecture can’t.” 

The W.H. and Callie Anne Coughlin Clark Master Teacher Award 
is awarded annually to one faculty member who demonstrates 
excellence in teaching and supporting students, contributes to 
their academic discipline, and engages in service to the college 
and their community. In addition to being recognized for his 
achievement, Strouth received a $1,500 cash award.
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2011–12 Teaching Excellence Award Recipients

MECC recognizes three faculty members annually with the NISOD Teaching 
Excellence Award. Award winners are exemplary professors who are effective, 
innovative, and committed educators, emphasizing excellence in the teaching 
and learning process. 

Gary Jessee
Mathematics

Terri Lane
Information Systems 

Technology

Lena Whisenhunt 
Nursing

The redesign of the Development Math program has resulted 
in 31% more successful completions, 6.3% fewer unsuccessful 
completions, and signifi cant decrease in withdrawals by 
participating students.

Students who take the SDV course are consistently more likely 
to stay in school. 
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Building the Foundation
of a great community

The Mountain Empire Community College Foundation 

recognized several outstanding leaders in 2012 that 

have not only contributed to the college and its mission, 

but have also had a positive impact on the Southwest 

Virginia region.

The Buccaneer Scholarship Committee was honored 

for their work in establishing scholarships for Union High 

School students. Established by alumni of the former Big 

Stone Gap High School, the Buccaneer Scholarship Com-

mittee assisted in the collection of more than $150,000 

in alumni contributions and have awarded 31 renewable 

$1,500 scholarships to MECC students. The commit-

tee has facilitated the establishment of four endowed 

scholarships and has the goal of establishing six endow-

ment scholarships to enable the Buccaneer Scholarship 

to continue through perpetuity. Bucanneer Scholarship 

members include Roger Daugherty, Chair; Nancey Smith, 

Roy Laster, George Litton, Bill Locke, and Jack Howard. 

Alpha Natural Resources Executive Vice President 

Donald Ratliff was inducted into the Mountain Empire 

Community College Foundation’s Hall of Honor in 2012 

and awarded an honorary degree by the Virginia 

Community College System (VCCS). Ratliff, who serves  on 

the Foundation’s Board of Directors, was honored for 

exemplary volunteer service on behalf of MECC, the VCCS, 

other community colleges in the region, and numerous 

community organizations.  

Dreamers. Innovators. Leaders. These words are just a 

few that describe Dr. Brownie and Barbara Polly. Barbara’s 

continued involvement with the Trail of the Lonesome 

Pine Drama, the John Fox, Jr. House and the MECC Liter-

ary Festival, along with Brownie’s service in the Kiwanis 

Club and the MECC Advisory Board, are examples of true 

servant leadership. The Pollys were recognized for their 

tremendous contributions at the 2012 Home Craft Days 

Annual Breakfast. 
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(above) Dr. Brownie and Barbara Polly were 
recognized for service to the community at 
the 2012 Home Craft Days Annual Breakfast. 

(right) MECC president Dr. Scott Hamilton (left) 
presents  Hall of Honor recognition to Donald 
Ratliff, Alpha Natural Resources Executive 
Vice President. 

(far right, from left) President Scott Hamilton, 
Pat Howard, Buccaneer Committee member 
Jack Howard, Debbie Daugherty, and 
Buccaneer Committee member Roger 
Daugherty celebrate scholarship success.

www.meccfoundation.org



About the Foundation

Established in 1983, the Mountain Empire 

Community College Foundation, Inc., is 

a non-profi t organization that supports the 

mission of the college by providing scholar-

ships, faculty and staff development and 

recognition programs, cultural programs and 

events, campus improvements, educational 

programs, and other projects.

The Mountain Empire Community College 

Foundation reached a signifi cant goal in 

2011, raising $1.67 million, and becoming 

the third largest community college 

foundation in the state of Virginia with 

endowment net assets of $11.5 million. 

Thank you to all of our donors, volunteers 

and supporters who made this achievement 

possible.  

Programmatic Expenditures for 2011–2012 academic year 

Student Assistance (Scholarships, emergency aid) $ 275,448
Construction of Sustainable Energy Demonstration Project  23,608  
Academic Support for students  14,396
Governor’s School for High School Students  9,505
Cultural and Humanities Programming  7,222
Faculty Recognition for Outstanding Teaching  1,500
Other (President’s Fund)  1,000 

 Total Expenditures $ 332,677

   
Revenues, Gains, and Other Support, 2011 For Endowment For Other

Private Gifts and Grants $ 1,687,438  $ 921,831 $ 765,607
Investment Income  497,509 
Unrealized losses  (181,450)    
Other Income  62,749   

 Total Revenue and Other Support $ 2,066,246  
 
   
Permanently Restricted Endowment Net Assets  2011  

Scholarships $ 4,307,094
Student Support  69,884
General Use, Administrative, Other  1,347,564 
Temporarily Restricted Endowment Net Assets - 2011  2,410,238 
Unrestricted Endowment Net Assets - 2011  3,402,541

 Total Endowment Net Assets $ 11,537,321

Number of scholarships provided in 2011–2012

369
Number of students who received Dreamkeepers Emergency 

Assistance (grants or loans) in 2011–2012

37

F I N A N C I A L

Total Programmatic Expenditures

Total Endowment Net Assets
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The Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges the following 
people, organizations, and 
businesses who contributed 
from July 1, 2011 to 
June 30, 2012.

Benefactor’s Club 
($10,000 Plus)

Alpha Services
Anonymous
Community Trust & Investment 

Company
Georgia Jo Couch Estate
Lambda Alpha Epsilon
Ms. Reida A. Rankin
Mr. Richard Rusk
Scholarship America
C. Bascom Slemp Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Stafford
Mr. Mike Thomas
U.S. Department of Education, Title III 

Program
Wellmont Foundation

Loyalty Club 
($5,000–$9,999)

County of Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Daugherty
Dickenson County Board of 

Supervisors
Farmers & Miners Bank
Kline Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Large
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ronnie Montgomery
Pepsi-Cola Bottling of Norton
Scott County Rotary Club
Virginia Mining Association, Inc.
Wells Fargo

Executive Club 
($2,500–$4,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Butcher
Columbus Phipps Foundation
EQT Foundation
Jack Gibbs Foundation
The Honorable Clarence E. Phillips
Mrs. Lucy F. Reasor
Dr. Terrance E. Suarez
Virginia Foundation for Community 

College Education
Virginia Tobacco Indemnifi cation 

and Community Revitalization 
Commission

Wadlow Gap Ruritan
Wellmont Health Systems-Mountain 

Region
Williams-Berry Charitable Foundation

President’s Club 
($1,000–$2,499)

Auto World of Big Stone Gap
Mrs. Jettie Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Chiles
China Garden Restaurant
Dominion Resources, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Durham
Mrs. Bonnie Elosser
Estes Bros. Const., Inc.
Frito-Lay
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Gilliam
Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Isaac, Sr.
Mr. Frank Kilgore
Kiwanis Club of Norton
Lions Club of Norton
Mr. & Mrs. Gary McCann
MECC Association of Classifi ed 

Employees
Norton Community Hospital
Norton Community Hospital Auxiliary
Penn Virginia Operating Co LLC
Powell Valley National Bank, 

Jonesville
Quesenberry’s, Inc.
Mr. Michael J. Quillen
Rex McCarty Services, LLC
Robinette Steel & Scrap Metal
Mr. & Mrs. Ben F. Sergent, III
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Settle
Mr. Ruby L. Slemp
South-West Insurance Agency
Southwest VA Community College 

Educational Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. C. Dale Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Thomas
Town of Pennington Gap
United Central Industrial Supply
Wallens Ridge State Prison
Mr. & Mrs. F. Winston Witt, Jr.
W-L Construction & Paving, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Yates

Founder’s Club 
($500–$999)

A & A Security Services, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Adkins
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dean Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Bryant
Mr. & Mrs. Gary J. Bumgarner
Capital Results, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Compton
Consol Energy Inc.
Mr. Steven J. Cronemeyer
Crutchfi eld
Darco Energy Management
DeRoyal Industries, Inc.
DSY Partners-Kwikway #3
Dr. Theresa A. Dunton, DC
Eastman Credit Union

Food City
Freedom Ford, Inc.
Mr. James M. Gilley
Glass Machinery & Excavation, Inc.
Ms. Mary Grace Groseclose
Dr. & Mrs. Scott Hamilton
Mr. Marvin Hammond
Heintzmann Corporation
Ms. Jane A. Jones
Joy Mining Machinery
Ms. Susan Kennedy
Kwikway Markets
Mrs. Patricia T. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Miller
Mountain States Health Alliance
Mr. Eddie W. Neely
New Peoples Bank, Honaker
New Peoples Bank, Norton
Range Resources Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Royster
Ms. Alice B. “Peggy” Rusek
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond V. Skorupa
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spurlock, Jr.
Ms. Renee Stanley
Thompson & Litton
Wellmont Health System
Wise County Shrine Club
Wolfe Williams Rutherford & Reynolds

Sustainer’s Club 
($250–$499)

Advantage Group
Appalachian Childrens Theater, Inc.
Ms. Della V. Bays
Dr. Roger N. Bays, DDS
BB&T, Clintwood Branch
Mrs. Peggy G. Beverly
Ms. Sue Ella Boatright-Wells
Boehm Landscape, Inc.
Dr. Patricia C. Brown
Ms. Patti W. Cantrell
Charter Media
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Y.C. Choy
Mr. Thomas Clements
Clintwood Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. John Collier

D. R. Allen & Associates
Dr. Margaret Ann Davis
Dotson Chevrolet-Olds, Inc.
Mr. James “Nick” Edwards
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
EQT Production
Dr. Sharon K. Fisher
Gap Lumber Company
Mrs. Sam Gilbert
Mr. Terence Michael Gilley
Mr. & Mrs. Hayward Gilliam
Ms. Sarah Jane Gilliam
Ms. Charlotte Green
Mr. Willis M. Grimm
Ms. Jewel G. Harrell
Ms. Clara Harris
Hines & Hines Construction
Johnson Chevrolet-Olds-Buick
Dr. William P. Kanto, Jr.
Kilgore for Delegate
Mr. & Mrs. David Kindle
Kingsport Times-News
Kiwanis Club of Clintwood
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Lee County Industrial Development 

Authority
McClure River Kiwanis Club
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn M. McMurray
Mrs. Virginia H. Meador
Mr. Glen Moore
Mountain Empire Realty, Inc.
Mrs. Phyllis Nitschke
Powell Valley Printing
Mr. & Dr. R. Jackson Rasnic
S & C Rentals
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Sage, Jr.
Scott County Herald-Virginian, Inc.
Scott County Telephone Cooperative
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred Tate
Ms. Nancy Townsend
Ms. Adriana Trigiani
Tuck Mapping Solutions, Inc.
Virginia Electric Supply
Mr. D.H. Whitley, III
Wise County Industrial Development 

Authority
Mrs. Joanne M. Wisor

MECC Foundation Donors 
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Anonymous
Jettie Baker
Jim Bates
Carol Buchanan*
Elizabeth Couch*
Georgia Jo Couch*
Leona Crockett*
Frank and Mary Fugate
Howard and Ruth Gilliam
Jean Hill Grigsby*
Ann Verta Hamilton*

Edna Billette (Perry) McFadden*
Willie Joe and Laura Lyon Peters*
Nell Phillips*
Reida Rankin
Frank* and Ginger Rutherford
Ben and Nancy Sergent
R. C.”Snook”* and Marti Shelton
Dale and Donna Stanley
Helen Jackson Sutherland*
French Taylor*
Beth Wendell*
 *deceased

Legacy Society
The following individuals have made arrangements to include the 
MECC foundation in their estate plans, named the college as a 
benefi ciary of life insurance, or made a gift of paid-up life insurance.



Friends Club ($1–$249)

The Academy of Performing Arts
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Addington
Ms. Janet Adkins
All To Pieces, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Ben E. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Christopher Allgyer
Amburgey Enterprises Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred R. Anderson
Appalachian Technical Services

Arch Coal, Inc.
Arney-Mullins Funeral Home
Artesian Radiator Service
Ms. Joan P. Austin
Ms. Susie Austin
B & K Farm Supply
B. J. Fortner Hardwoods, Inc.
Mr. Joel Bailey
Bailey & Wells, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Baker
Mr. Gary W. Baker
Mr. Gregory Baker
Mr. Ronald J. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Smitty Baker
Bank of Marion
Ms. Faye Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bates
Mr. John Beck
Belk
Best Western of Wise
Beta Sigma Phi, Theta Theta Chapter
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Bevins
Mr. & Mrs. Richard B. Blackwell, Sr.
Mr. Peter Blake
Mr. Timothy B. Blankenbecler
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Blankenship
Mr. Robert Blanton
Mr. & Mrs. G. Bruce Bledsoe
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin M. Bledsoe
Ms. Jeri Bledsoe
Mr. Johnny Bledsoe
Bledsoe Law Offi ce
The Blossom Box
Bob’s Market
Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Boggs, Jr.
Mr. Windell Bolling
Bolwell Financial Consultants, LTD
Bonanza Family Restaurant
Bontri Apartments
Col. John Crawford Boston, Ret.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Botts
Ms. Patricia Bowden
Ms. Lelia Bradshaw
Brian Center
Ms. Sylvia Brown
Mr. Jeff Brummette
Ms. Cheryl Bryington
Mr. Danny Buchanan
Buchanan Pump Services 

& Supply Co
Mr. & Mrs. William Buckles, Jr.
Dr. Carol Burkart
Mr. & Mrs. J. Roger Burke
Mr. James E. Burns
Mr. Robert Burton
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Campbell
Mr. Jason Capps
Carousel Banquet Room
Carrico Law Offi ce
Ms. Nancy Cassell
Cedar Hill Country Club
Ms. Susan Chadwell
Dr. Andrew J. Chapman, DPM
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Dean Childress
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Childress
City of Norton
Mr. & Mrs. Gary S. Clark
Dr. Jo B. Cleek
Ms. Donna Cluesman
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Coeburn
Mr. & Mrs. Tucker S. Coleman
Mr. Rick Colley
Mr. James J. Collins, Jr.
Community Motors
Ms. Pamela Conley
Mr. & Mrs. James Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle S. Cooper
Copper Creek Ruritan Club
Core Fitness
Mrs. Charlene C. Cozart
Mr. & Mrs. Larry N. Cradic
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Culbertson
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Culbertson
Ms. Tina Cupp
Mr. Carroll Dale
Mrs. Ethel Daniels
Mr. Glenn Day
Ms. Dana DeFoor
Mr. Jim Denton
Diamond G Jewelry Wholesale
Dickenson County C.A.D.R.E
Dickenson County Fair Association
Ms. Jo Ann Dingus
Ms. Lori Dingus
Ms. Carolyn Dishner
Done Gone Country
Ms. Kimberly D. Dorton
Ms. Jami Dotten
Double D Tire Service
Ms. Frances M. Doyle
Ms. Mary Nell Dungan
Ms. Belinda Durham
Ms. Shamra Dye
Edward Jones, Pennington Gap
Mr. Danny Lee Edwards

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Egan
Electric Hardwoods, Inc.
Mr. Winston Ely
Engineering Services (ESI)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert England
Mrs. Roberta Enos
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Etherton
Ms. Brenda C. Evans
Mr. Jason Falin
The Family Bakery
Family Drug, Inc.
Fannon Bros. Tire, Inc.
Mr. David Fawbush
FGA Automotive, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Victor B. Ficker
Fit-Con Graphics
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Fleenor
Mr. Hubert Fletcher
Mr. Richard Fogg
Four Seasons Farmers Market LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Don Frazier
Mr. James H. Garrett
Geneses Hair Salon
Ms. Peggy Gibson
Mrs. Pam Giles
Mrs. Kathleen Gillespie
Mr. Barney G. Gilley, Sr. 
Mrs. Thelma Gilley
Gilley’s Jewelers
Mr. & Mrs. Garnett Gilliam
Gilliam Funeral Home
Grabeel’s IGA Foodliner
Mr. & Mrs. Glen F. Graham
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Graham
Grand Home Furnishings, Roanoke
Grand Home Furnishings, Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Green
Mr. Roger B. Greene
Greenwave Pharmacy
Gress Engineering, P.C.
Hagy & Fawbush Funeral Home
Mr. Garland Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Hall
Ms. Kristy Hall
Hancock-Lambert Pharmacy
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Sage Hardin
Ms. Alice Harrington
Mr. Paul D. Harris, CPA
Haysi/ Clinchco Lions Club
Mr. Daniel Helton
Ms. Helen Henderson
Heritage Church of God
Mr. Brent Herron
Ms. Patsy Hilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Holcomb
Holding Funeral Home
Mr. Dustin Holman
Home Hardware & Furniture Co.
Mr. & Mrs. A.W. Hopkins
Mr. Michael Howle
Dr. & Mrs. Jozsef Hunek
Impressions of Norton, Inc.
Inn at Norton
Innovative Graphics & Design
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Isaacs
The Ivy Inn, Inc.

Jessie Lea RV Park & Campground
Ms. Anita Jeter
Delegate Joseph P. Johnson, Jr.
Johnson for Delegate
Ms. Mitzi Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Wilmot C. Jones
Jones Automotive Renewal
Mr. & Mrs. Marion C. Joplin
Ms. Patricia Keefe
Keepsake Frame & Art Gallery
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kegley
Ms. Amy Kelley
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Kelley
Ms. Lana Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kennedy
Kern & Kern, PC
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Kilgore
Mr. & Mrs. Scott L. Kiser
Koltown Properties, Inc.
Kwik Kafe of Tri-Cities
L. couture
L. J. Horton Florists, Inc.
Mr. Bradley C. Lambert
Ms. Frankie Lambert
The Lane Group, Inc.
Mr. Mike Lane
Ms. Terri L. Lane
Mr. Roy Laster
LeClairRyan
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Dale Lee, Jr.
Lee Bank and Trust Company

Lemons Jewelry
Ms. Rachel Lewis
LG&E and KU Services Company
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Little
Mr. & Mrs. George Litton
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Locke, Jr.
Lone Pine Exterminating Co.
Lonesome Pine Realty
Dr. & Mrs. Lurton B. Lyle
Mr. Eugene MacElroy
Mr. Nasser Maksoud
Maria Trucking, Inc.
John C. Marion, Pharmacist, P.C.
Ms. Regenia Massey
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Masters
McAfee Law Firm, PC
Mrs. Brandy McCarroll
Ms. Pamela McCarty
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. McCowan
Mr. Don McDavid
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. McFalls
Mr. & Mrs. Joe D. Meade

D O N O R S
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MECC Bookstore
Mi Finca
Dr. Gary E. Michael
Mid-Mountain Heating & Cooling
Mr. Daniel Minahan
Miners Exchange Bank
Mr. Preston Mitchell
Montgomery-Kinser Law Offi ce
Mrs. Bobbie Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Freddie E. Mullins
Ms. Jettie Greer Mullins
Ms. Kim Mullins
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kyle Mullins
Mr. Robert M. Mullins
Mr. Robert W. Mullins
Mr. Seader Mullins
Mr. Travis Mullins
Mr. Wes Mullins
Mullins, Harris & Jessee P.C.
Mr. Mark A. Munsey, Jr.
Rev. & Mrs. Ronnie Mutter
Mutual Drug, Inc.
Mr. Brandon Myers
Myers Lumber & Supply
Ms. Rebecca Neal
Mr. Frank A. Neely, Jr.
New Peoples Bank, Clintwood
Mr. Joshua H. Newberry
Nickels Heating & Cooling
Nickelsville Ruritan Club, Inc.
Mr. Gary Nickles
Norton Floral of Lee County
Ms. Miranda Oaks
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Odle
Ms. Amanda Olinger
Oliver Coal Sales
Mr. & Mrs. George Joey O’Quinn
Ms. Barbara Orndorff
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Parks
Ms. Charlotte Parsons
Ms. Thelma Jane Parton
Patio Drive In
Mr. & Mrs. Arles Pease
Pennington’s Greenhouse
Performance Engineering, LLC

Mr. & Mrs. W. Scott Perkins
Ms. Rhonda Phillips
Dr. & Mrs. Richard I. Phillips
Pizza Hut of Pennington Gap
Pizza Plus
Dr. & Mrs. Brownie E. Polly, Jr.
Ms. Diana D. Pope, CPA
Powell Valley National Bank, BSG
Prime Sirloin of Norton, Inc.
Pro-Art Association
Province Funeral Home

The Honorable Phillip Puckett
Mr. Donald K. Purdie
Ms. Marcia K. Quesenberry
Ms. Rita Quillen
Mr. & Mrs. John Quinley
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Ratliff
Ms. Anna Reach
The Regional Eye Center, PC
Ms. Angela Reinhard
Ms. Janie Dixon Reinhard
Mr. & Mrs. James Remley
Rentwise
Ms. Angie Reynolds
Ms. Carolyn H. Reynolds
Ms. Martha J. Rhoton
Mr. Otis Rhoton
Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Lee Rife
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Rife
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Rife
Mr. Billy Riggs

Riggs Oil Company
Ms. Cynthia Ringley
Mr. James H. Rivers, Jr.
Ms. Karen Roberson
Mr. Brad Robinson
Ms. Linda Rogers
Ms. Amarylis Rolen
Mr. Paul E. Roller
Mr. Ed Roop
Ms. Chelsea Rose
Ms. Rebecca Sue Rowland
Roy A. Green Funeral Home
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Salaita
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Salyer
Mr. Wayne Salyer
Mr. Stephen P. Sawyer
Mr. Kyle Scanlan
Ms. Billie Jean Scott
Mr. Sam Scott, II
Mr. & Mrs. Zane Scott
Ms. Beverly Seaver
The Honorable & Mrs. Birg E. Sergent
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Shelton
Shelton Insurance Agency
Sherwin-Williams Company
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Siebert
Ms. Norma Siemen
Mr. & Mrs. Glen A. Skinner
Mr. Adam Smith
Mr. Dickie Smith
Ms. Harriet Ann Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Len Smith
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Smith
Ms. Beth Snodgrass
Southwest Auto Brokers, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis C. Spicer, Jr.
Stacey’s Auto Advantage
Stanco Equipment, Inc.
Ms. Brenda R. Stanley
Ms. Johnnie Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart
Mr. Jason Stewart
Ms. Pauline Stidham
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Street
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Strouth

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Strouth
Ms. Faith Sturgill
Sturgill Funeral Home
Ms. Mary B. Sumner
Mr. Chris Tabor
Ms. Cheryl C. Tankersley
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ray Thomas
Todd’s Hair Studio
Ms. Wanda Tomlinson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Toney
Town of Big Stone Gap
Town of Clintwood
Town of Jonesville
Trail Realty
Mr. Ken Tucker
Valley Broadcasting & Communication
Mr. Jim Vicars
Mrs. Judy Vicars
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Vicars
Village Crossing Florals
The Virginia Coal Association, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. H. Clayton Wallace
Wal-Mart, Big Stone Gap
Mr. Michael Wampler
Ms. Sabrina K. Ward
Mrs. Irene D. Wax
Ms. Lena Whisenhunt
Mr. Gary Whisman
Ms. Sherry T. Whitaker
Ms. Ann Whittaker
Ms. Mitzi M. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Willis, Jr.
Ms. Glenda R. Wilson
Wise Furniture & Appliance Co.
Ms. Lisa K. Woliver
Ms. Deborah Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lee Yates
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest J. Young

Every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy in this listing.  If your name 
is misspelled or omitted, please 
accept our sincere apology and 
contact the Foundation at 
276-523-7466.
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Scott County 
Scholarship Event

Kay Addington
Joan Austin
Wanda Bledsoe
Rebecca Bryant
Bob Etherton
Susan Greene
Loretta Joplin
Willie Mae Kilgore
Lisa McCarty
Phyllis Nitschke
Nancy Odle
Phyllis Parks
Betty Salyer
Judy Vicars

Clintwood 
Scholarship Event  

Patsy Rife Baker
Debbie Childress
Marzetta Fleming
Cathy Hawkins
Greer Mullins
Susan Mullins
Doris Rife
Haydee Robinson
Evelyn Strouth

Gala Committee

Robbin Arnold
Margaret Bolling
Stanley Botts, Jr.
Patricia Compton
Ethel Daniels

Betty Fleenor
Kathleen Gillespie
Beth Hagan
Karen Hall
Lotus Hunnicutt
Dorothy Isaac
Robert Isaac, Sr.
Rita McCann
Patsy Mutter
Ronnie Mutter
Victoria Ratliff
Doris Rife
Martha Spurlock
Opal Tate
Mitzie Thomas
Angela Tipton
Nancy Toney
Ida Trigiani

Auto World-MECC 
Golf Classic  

Ben Allen
Jim Cornett
Kenny Gilley
Ann Smith
John Morrissey
Heith Reynolds
Chris Ward

MECC & Wellmont 
Health System-
Mountain Region 
Golf Classic  

Norman Clark
Rick Colley
Brenda Evans
Carolyn Gilley

Earl Johnston
Gary McCann
Rita McCann
Ben Sergent
Jason Sturgill
Shirley Watson
Jeff Woodard

MECC Internal 
Campaign

Chris Allgyer
Della Bays
Nancy Cassell
Donna Stanley
Sue Graham
Alice Harrington
Lana Kennedy
Susan Kennedy

Kristy Hall
Regenia Massey
Angelia Reynolds
Sue Rowland
Mike Strouth
Ken Tucker
Tina Willis
Lisa Woliver
Debbie Wright
Joseph Young
Teresa Young

Volunteers 2012



Engaging Our Community

From its beginning, Mountain Empire Community College recog-

nized the importance of preserving and promoting the unique art, 

music, and cultural heritage of our region. The college hosts a number 

of community events throughout the year that allow young and old to 

experience Southwest Virginia at its fi nest.

The John Fox, Jr. Literary Festival, April 24, 2012, featured Robert 

Morgan, author of New York Times best seller Gap Creek and Ted Olson, 

Grammy award-winning producer of The Bristol Sessions, 1927–1928. 

Celebrating its 41st year, MECC’s Home Craft Days Festival is the 

premier festival of our region. Thousands visited the campus October 

19-21, taking in the rich entertainment and artisan offerings.

MECC’s Mountain Music School, in its 8th program year, boasted its 

highest enrollment to date with more than 90 students participating 

in 2012. Students from ages 10 and up learned to play an instrument 

of their choice, including beginning “old-time” fi ddle, claw-hammer 

banjo, folk guitar, mandolin, dulcimer, and dog house bass. This 

program continues to preserve the rich musical heritage of our region, 

exposing students of all ages to traditional sounds of Old Time music.  

Providing opportunities for high school students to explore educa-

tional and career pursuits is critical to the future of our economy and 

community. MECC’s Governor’s School serves as one such opportunity. 

The three-week event offers select high school students from Lee, 

Scott, Wise and Dickenson counties, as well as the city of Norton, the 

opportunity to earn eight free college credit hours. Students par-

ticipate in programs including Forensic Science, Art Illustration and 

Animation, Marketing Using Social Media, Entrepreneurship/Regional 

Tourism and Drama Theory and Performance. The program has contin-

ued to expand , with an enrollment of 66 students in 2012, compared 

to 54 students in 2011 and 46 in 2010. 

C O M M U N I T Y
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MECC Foundation Staff Members 
(non-voting)

Mountain Empire Community College 
Foundation Board 
Ben E. Allen, Past-Chair 

Roger Daugherty

Kathleen A. DePonte

Doris Rife

Bonnie Elosser

James N. Shelton

Ruth Gilliam

Sarah Gilliam

Karen K. Hall

Dr. Scott Hamilton, 
President of MECC

George E. Hunnicutt, Jr. 

Robert Isaac, Vice-Chair

Gary McCann, Chair

Sandy McGlothlin

Virginia Meador 

Mark D. Mitchell

Ronnie Montgomery 

Diana D. Pope, Treasurer

Donald Raber 

Donnie Ratliff 

Angelia Reynolds

Donna Shelton, 
Vice-Treasurer

John Stafford, Jr.

Paul Varson

Melissa P. Wharton

Tina Willis, Secretary

Ryan Witt 

W. C. ‘Buzz’ Witt, Jr.

Jane Carter, Scott County 

Rebecca Coleman, Vice-Chair,  
Scott County 

Patty Collier, Lee County 

Gail Elliott, Lee County 

David Graham, Lee County 

Dr. Scott Hamilton, MECC 
President 

Adrienne Hood, Scott County 

Robert Isaac, City of Norton  

Mary Ruth Laster, Lee County 

Alane Lovern, Wise County 

Rex McCarty, Chair Scott 
County 

Freddie Mullins, Dickenson 
County 

Daniel Roop, Wise County 

Delores Smith, Wise County 

Dennis Sturgill, Wise County 

Bobby Tuck,  Wise County

MECC Advisory Board Members

Donna Stanley, 
Executive Director

Tina Willis, Secretary to the 
Foundation 

Jeri Bledsoe, Annual Fund 
and Special Events 
Coordinator

Nikki Morrison, Grants 
Coordinator

Clara Harris, Financial 
Specialist

3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.2400, Fax 276.523.7485
www.meccfoundation.org 

3441 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

Phone 276.523.2400, Fax 276.523.8297
www.mecc.edu 
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